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Empowering Communities and             

Guatemala: Strategic Engagement to End Human Rights Abuses

 s runoff from the open-pit 

 Marlin mine degraded the  

 water and land of the  

 Maya Mam communities of 

San Miguel Ixtahuacán, Guatemala, 

local residents struggled to secure 

attention for their grievances and 

permanently close the mine.

CIEL’s Law & Communities Program 

worked with local residents and the 

Frente de Defensa San Miguelense 

(FREDEMI), a coalition of local 

organizations and activists, to provide 

the tools and knowledge to effectively 

take action. The coalition challenged 

the mine’s owner, Canadian-based 

Goldcorp, petitioned the governments 

of Canada and Guatemala for action, 

and worked with FREDEMI and the 

community to close the mine.

To secure its closure, CIEL helped 

prepare and submit a “specific 

instance” complaint against 

Goldcorp to the Canadian National 

Contact Point (NCP). Filed under the 

OECD Guidelines for Multinational 

Enterprises, the complaint requested 

an investigation of documented 

human rights violations at the Marlin 

mine.

After review, the Canadian NCP determined in March 2010 that 

the complaint against Goldcorp warranted additional investigation 

and offered to facilitate a dialogue with the mining company. Two 

months later, on May 20, 2010, the Inter-American Commission for 

Human Rights (IACHR) recommended the suspension of work at the 

mine. Still, despite mounting evidence that there are serious health 

concerns as a result of the mine, rising tension in the community, 

and lack of consent of the community to continue operating the 

mine, the Government of Guatemala has failed to comply with the 

Commission’s recommendations.  

In these cases, CIEL understands that mechanisms, such as the 

OECD Guidelines, are most effective when coupled with community 

activism, shareholder engagement, and media outreach. For 

that reason, CIEL has led a coalition of advocacy and grassroots 

organizations that work on mining in Guatemala such as Amnesty 

International Canada, Network in Solidarity with the People of 

Guatemala (NISGUA), Mining Watch Canada, and Breaking the 

Silence, to mobilize action, provide ground support to mining-

affected communities, and pressure Goldcorp and the governments 

of Guatemala and Canada. 

Communities confronted by large, destructive development 

projects often lack the tools and the power necessary to secure 

respect for their rights. CIEL remains committed to providing legal 

advice and advocacy assistance that will help communities articulate 

their concerns and secure sustainable solutions to their problems.

Over the past year, CIEL has helped communities take their environmental destinies into their own hands, finding ways to 
redress the wrongs perpetrated against them by global corporations and advance new avenues to improve the health of 
their citizens. CIEL has put significant focus on Empowering Communities and Transforming Knowledge into Power, and the 
following stories highlight just a few of its successes.

A

Gregoria Crisanta Perez, one of the eight women accused by Goldcorp of sabotaging their 

electric supply, declares: “We demand our rights because we do not want to be killed by the 

mining company. We ask the government to please listen to our demands, as we are the 

legitimate owners of the territories. We are indigenous people, we were born there, and we 

should die there. But our death should be decided by God, not by the mining company.”

Photo and quote courtesy James Rodríguez / MiMundo.org
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Building New Regimes  
CIEL’s commitment to Building New Regimes in 2010 reflects its longstanding belief that only through the appropriate legal 
architecture and well-designed accountability mechanisms can society effectively protect the environment, human health, 
and human rights. The following stories highlight just a few of its successes.

c

A

Laying the Groundwork for a New  
U.S. Policy on Chemicals 
 IEL is committed to adopting new laws and accountability 

mechanisms when and where they are needed to respond to  

 environmental challenges, such as toxic chemicals that threaten 

the environment and human health.

This is the rationale for CIEL’s sustained engagement in 

reforming U.S. federal policy on chemicals. The United States 

remains the top chemical producer, although the European Union 

and emerging economies wield increasing influence over markets 

and the direction of international chemicals policy.

The U.S. 1976 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) is so antiquated 

and weak that fundamental changes are needed to protect 

Americans from the dangers of unregulated chemicals. Moreover, 

this ineffective federal policy frequently leads the United States to 

take defensive positions in international negotiations on health 

and environmental protections. Working directly with the Safer 

Chemicals, Healthy Families (SCHF) campaign, CIEL has raised public 

awareness, developed policy proposals, and responded to multiple 

congressional requests for guidance on reforming TSCA. 

CIEL welcomed the introduction of TSCA reform bills in the 

U.S. Senate and House of Representatives because they contained 

important policy advances—establishing a strong health-based 

standard, requiring chemical manufacturers to demonstrate 

safety, advancing environmental justice, and expanding the public 

right to know. 

CIEL supported TSCA reform through a series of public speaking 

engagements, making the case for change, countering industry 

opposition, and building momentum for congressional action.  CIEL 

met with senior chemical industry representatives to explore areas 

of agreement and served as a frequent source for information for 

policymakers and the media.

During congressional debate, CIEL analyzed the bills against 

elements required to implement the Stockholm Convention on 

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) and offered suggestions to 

help rebuild U.S. leadership. If enacted, the legislation would help 

close the growing gap between U.S. chemicals management and 

international best practice.

While the TSCA reform proposals in 2010 represented a major 

advance, Congress failed to reach agreement. This set the stage for a 

renewed effort in the next Congress and at a series of international 

meetings where the United States could be a positive force in 

eliminating toxic chemicals.

Toward a Global Mercury Treaty 
 potent neurotoxin, mercury significantly harms human 

 health and development, especially in children. Yet today,  

 mercury pollution from gold mining, coal-fired power 

plants, mercury-containing wastes, and many other sources now 

contaminates nearly all of the world’s fish, as well as other critical 

food staples. 

Because mercury can travel thousands of miles through air 

and water, no individual nation can solve the problem on its own. 

Instead, governments must act collectively. They have agreed to do 

that by developing a global mercury treaty.

By leveraging its expertise and reputation, CIEL has contributed 

to the development of the new treaty, writing the critical 

documents that formed the basis for discussions and drafting the 

legal architecture to advance the mercury treaty from concept to 

reality.

At both the preparatory “open-ended working group” (OEWG) 

meeting in Bangkok in October 2009 and the first formal session of 

the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) in Stockholm in 

June 2010, CIEL served as part of the UNEP secretariat, playing a vital 

role in every aspect of negotiations. 

CIEL’s contributions included drafting the chief decision 

document adopted by the OEWG and writing six of the UNEP papers 

that served as the main reference documents for INC discussions. 

CIEL was tapped to write a draft treaty for the next round of 

discussions in January 2011.
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Nanotechnology: Sizing Up  
an International Solution
 he boom in nanotechnology is among 

the most important technological 

revolutions of the 21st century, and CIEL 

is encouraging a more deliberate and 

cautious pace in integrating these mostly 

untested materials into manufacturing 

processes and consumer products.

The Nanotechnologies Project seeks 

to advance an international framework 

to address the potential risks posed by 

nanomaterials, which are frequently 

incorporated into products and rushed to 

market before any government regulator 

has a chance to review them—or even 

knows they exist.

Among the first governance 

mechanisms sought by the 

Nanotechnologies Project are international 

agreements defining nanomaterials and 

requiring mandatory reporting to learn 

which manufacturers are using nanomaterials and in which 

products.

Additionally, CIEL has strengthened the capacity of NGOs to 

grapple with the legal challenges presented by nanotechnologies, 

including by establishing and chairing the nanotechnologies 

working group of the International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN).

To speed regulation, CIEL is exploring existing international 

processes, such as the OECD and the Strategic Approach to 

International Chemicals Management (SAICM), as well as working 

closely with progressive national and regional actors such as 

Switzerland and the European Union, to address concerns about 

nanomaterials and to establish binding governance mechanisms for 

this new technology.

Promoting Improved Performance 
Standards in International Financial 
Institutions  
 IEL’s effort to improve international standards and regimes 

extends to its work strengthening the International Finance  

 Corporation’s (IFC) Policy and Performance Standards on Social 

and Environmental Sustainability, as well as IFC’s Disclosure 

Policy. CIEL has worked to provide analyses of these standards 

and coordinated a coalition of civil society organizations working 

together on this initiative. 

As a result, IFC’s latest standards draft incorporates many of 

the changes recommended by civil society organizations and has 

opened up opportunities to pursue others, including increasing 

supervision, strengthening standards related to lending to 

financial intermediaries, and improving gender standards. The 

Performance Standards, also known as the “Equator Principles 

Financial Institutions (EPFIs),” set the benchmark for lending by 

most of the largest banks in the world, including Citigroup, ABN 

AMRO, and Barclays.

Advancing Democratic Values through 
Transparency and Participation
 ransforming international dispute settlement mechanisms into 

transparent, accountable forums that invite meaningful public 

participation is vital to ensuring that progress toward sustainable 

development is supported—and not undermined—by international 

economic policies and institutions.

CIEL’s Democratizing International Dispute Settlement (DIDS) 

Project works to remedy the deficits in transparency, accountability, 

and public participation that persuade international dispute 

settlement.  We won a significant victory in this effort in May 2010, 

when the International Centre for the Settlement of Investment 

Disputes webcast a hearing for the first time ever.  We also 

continued our work submitting or supporting amicus curiae briefs 

in key cases.

By giving individuals, communities, and NGOs a meaningful 

voice in decisions affecting their lives, CIEL is working to reduce 

flawed decision-making and ensure that international dispute 

settlement mechanisms work effectively and justly for all parties.

Members of Asociacion Chichigalpa por la Vida (ASOCHIVIDA, Nicaragua).
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INsTITuTIoNAL suPPoRTERs:

American Bar Association

American University, Washington College of Law

BP Fabric of America Fund (as recommended by Lisa D. Hawke)

CS Fund

The Carter Center

Christensen Fund

Climate Action Network, International

ClimateWorks Foundation

Corporate Accountability International

Defenders of Wildlife

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation

Environmental Defense Fund

Environmental Health Fund

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 

Friends of the Earth, Norway

Goldman Environmental Foundation

Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund

Greenpeace, Inc.

Merrill G. and Emita E. Hastings Foundation

International Council on Human Rights Policy 

International Chemicals Secretariat

International Institute for Sustainable Development 

International POPs Elimination Network 

Johnson Family Foundation

V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation

The John Merck Fund

Gordon E. and Betty I. Moore Foundation

Moriah Fund

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

National Parks Conservation Association

Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala 

New York Community Trust

Oceana, Inc.

Oxfam America

Oxfam Novib

PEW Charitable Trusts

Rainforest Foundation Norway

Sigrid Rausing Trust

Swiss Federal Office for the Environment 

Tikvah Fund/Tides Foundation

United Nations Environment Programme 

United States Department of State

Wallace Global Fund

WestWind Foundation

Wilderness Society

World Resources Institute

INDIvIDuAL coNTRIBuToRs:
President’s circle ($5,000 and above)

Kenneth and Sue Ann Berlin

James Leitner and Tracy Higgins

Lucinda A. Low*

Daniel B. Magraw, Jr.* 

Wendy Munger and Leonard L. Gumport

Dr. and Mrs. Richard F. Tompkins

Douglas R. and Terry F. Young

Advocate’s circle ($2,500-4,999)

Harry G. and Elizabeth A. Barnes, Jr.

Gregory Schmidt and Jennifer Lyman

Linda Shoemaker and Steve Brett

Leader’s circle ($1,000-2,499)

Fredrick R. Anderson

David R. and Rozan M. Andrews

Bryan J. and Donna D. Arling

Dinah Bear and Roger McManus

Danny Bradlow and K. Hofman

Edith Brown Weiss and Charles Weiss, Jr.*

Ann Claassen

Thomas Darden

Sharon T. Friedman

Seth H. and Beth E. Grae

Paul E. Hagen

Scott A. and Theresa W. Hajost

William M. and Donna Hannay*

David B. Hunter and Margaret B. Bowman

Donald Kaniaru

Wangari Maathai

Janet Maughan and Steven R. Klimczak

Jill Nelson and Tom Bidel

James W. Rubin

Jack and Margrit Vanderryn

John Weiner

G. Harold Welch, Jr.

C. Lawrence Wiser

Donor’s circle ($500-999)  

Michael Allen

Charles Barnaby and Cynthia A. Birr

James K. Gilliam

Craig A. and Gloria Hart

John Knox

Ruth Little

Patrick M. Norton

Cynthia R. Price*

Frances J. Seymour

Barbara Lee Shaw and Durwood J. Zaelke

CIEL Supporters (July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010)
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Brennan Van Dyke and Charly Moore

Jeffrey W. Wanha

Jacob David Werksman

David R. Willis

Glenn M. Wiser and Julia A. Philpott

contributor’s circle ($100-499) 

David and Caroline Alderson

Jean Bush Aden

Mary F. and Jerry P. Baugh

Andrea Kay Bjorklund and Sean Duggan

Joseph G. and Ilene Block

Isabelle Blouin

Melissa Brandt

William and Helga Butler

David D. Caron

Leslie Carothers

Don Scott and Jeanne DeAmicis

Edison Dick

Charles E. Di Leva

Dianne Dillon-Ridgley

Delphine Djiraibe

David R. Downes and Francine M. Madden

Will Driscoll

Nathalie K. Eddy and Jeff Fiedler

Peter D. and Charlotte K. Ehrenhaft

John L. Ellicott

Robert J. and Judith R. Federico

Irving L. and Whitney C. Fuller

David M. and JoAnne M. Gravallese

Stuart Gross

James T. Haight*

Jennifer Haverkamp

Ricki and Michael Helfer

Melissa L. Hippler and John W. Butler

David B. Hirsch

Gary and Kathryn Horlick

Bruce Howard

J. Mark Iwry and Daryl A. Lander

Robert L. Jennings, Jr. and Barbara H. Bott

Kenneth Johnson

Anne B. Keiser and Doug Lapp

Peter L. Lallas and Cristiana Fabiani Lallas

Richard J. Lazarus and Jeannette L. Austin

Hong Xia Liu and Jian-Ye Wang

Chandra Middleton

Homer E. Moyer, Jr. and Beret Butter Moyer*

Joan Mulhern

John F. and Laura S. Murphy

Martha and Anthony Okie-Fouracre

Adebukola Osuntogun

Robert Percival

Christopher Perrault

Bobak Razavi

David Rothschild

John M. Scagnelli

S. Jacob Scherr and Carole Dickert Scherr

Lois J. Schiffer

Ellen Siegler and Devereaux Barnes

Richard J. and Michele D. Stratton

Louise Ellen Teitz

Peggy Twohig

David J. van Hoogstraten and Michelle Kayon

J. Martin Wagner

Thomas S. Williamson, Jr. and Ellen R. Brazier

Robert L. and Celeste Wiser

Tatiana Zaharchenko

Beth Zgoda

other (under $99) 

Rebecca Ackerman

Leslie B. Allen

Carolyn M. Beckett and Peter David Coppelman

Daniel Bodansky

Clifton E. Curtis

Douglas W. and Nathalie T. Danforth

James H. Ducker

Joseph Freedman

Lisa M. Landmeier and Hugo A. Roell

Dustin Lauermann

Stephen C. McCaffrey*

Angela K. McFadden

Eugenie Montague

K. W. James Rochow

Carol Ellis Thompson

Don and Daphne Wallace

Mary Beth West

combined federal campaign (cfc #10417) contributors,  
Donation Amounts Not Disclosed:

Donald Ayres

Adam Bachrach

Laura Bloodgood

Edward Canada

Amy Coyle

Alison Davis

Neil Gerr

Douglas Harness

James McDonagh

Joseph T. McGee

Brian Muehling

Ellen Siegler and Devereaux Barnes

Bella Wolitz

Lisa Younger

*Donor to CIEL’s Louis B. Sohn Fellowship in Human Rights and Environment. 

Some of these donors also contributed to CIEL for general support. For more 

information on the Sohn Fellowship and its related funding, please go to 

http://ciel.org/Join/Sohn Application.html.

Please remember CIEL in your will!
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AssETs:
Current Assets

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $1,047,071

Foundation Pledges Receivable, Current 457,721

Other Grants and Contracts Receivable 52,995

Miscellaneous Receivables 641

Prepaid Expenses 18,827 

Total Current Assets  $1,577,255

oTHER AssETs:
Property & Equipment, Net                                                             68,221  

Deposits                                                                                                    19,666  

Long-Term Investments 9,351

Total Assets  $1,674,493

LIABILITIEs AND NET AssETs:
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable  $36,964

Accrued Employee Benefits Payable 57,822

Deferred Revenue from Contracts 117,353

Deferred Lease Liability 106,369

Total Liabilities  $318,508

NET AssETs:
Unrestricted Net Assets  $361,346

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 994,639

Total Net Assets  $1,355,985

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $1,674,493

Auditors/Certified Public Accountants:

Watkins, Meegan, Drury & Company, L.L.C.

7700 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 500

Bethesda, MD  20814-3556

CIEL’s audited financial statements and IRS Form 990s 

are available on our website (CIEL.ORG) or upon request.

REvENuE:
Foundation Grants and Contracts  $1,283,565 

International Government Grants  

and Contracts 41,703 

Other Grants and Contracts 544,500 

Salaries In-Kind 183,456 

Contributions 193,356 

Investment Income 19,930

Miscellaneous Income 16,298

Total Revenue  $2,282,808 

ExPENsEs:
Program Services:

Protecting the Global Environment & Human Health:

Climate Change Program  $543,222 

Chemicals Program 649,656 

IPEN Secretariat 246,822 

Biodiversity and Wildlife Program 8,465 

Reforming International Economic Law, 

Policy and Institutions: 

Trade and Sustainable Development Program 296,087 

International Financial Institutions Program 296,879 

Promoting Human Rights and Environmental Justice: 

Human Rights Program                                                                    127,885  

Law and Communities Program                                                      85,853 

Strengthening Expertise and Capacities  

in Environmental Law:

Miscellaneous Projects 186,720

Total Program Services  $2,441,589

Supporting Services:

General and Administrative  $142,471

Fundraising 244,524 

Total Expenses  $2,828,584 

Changes in Net Assets  $(545,776)

Beginning Net Assets  $1,901,761 

Ending Net Assets  $1,355,985

Center for International Environmental Law
Statement of Financial Position
For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010

Center for International Environmental Law
Comparative Statement of Activities
and Change in Net Assets
For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010






