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The Work at Hand 
The same can be said for a sugarcane worker in Nicaragua, a fisherman in Colombia and a lawyer in 
Switzerland: you need the right tool for the job. To level the international playing field, our tool of choice is the 
Law.  At times precise, like a scalpel, at times all-encompassing like a net, we use international law to protect 
the environment, promote human health, and ensure a just and sustainable society. After 20 years our tool is 
becoming quite refined.

The Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) is at the forefront of environmental advocacy and 
international human rights because our focus rests firmly on the people and places we defend. With integrity, 
honesty and fairness as our framework, CIEL’s knowledgeable and experienced team of attorneys and 
experts navigate the ever-changing landscape of international environmental law. We are joined — and 
strengthened—in this effort by partners around the world who are working together  to protect vulnerable 
individuals, communities, and ecosystems. 

We believe the rule of law, including international law, is critical to environmental protection, human 
rights, social equity and truly sustainable economic growth. With this tool, and with the best interest of the 
environment and its inhabitants in mind, we intend to keep working diligently on the work at hand.



   

For every non-profit leader, the Annual Report provides an opportunity 
not only to look back on what has been accomplished over the past year, 
but also to ask  “Where have we been? Where are we going? And how are 
we going to get there?”

These questions have particular resonance now, as we craft a new long 
term vision for the Center for International Environmental Law and a 
strategic plan to achieve that vision.  Our environment, our society and 
our global economy are undergoing profound and rapid changes.  The 
role of law is changing as well, and we need sound strategy and a fresh 
approach to ensure that CIEL is shaping that change, rather than be 
shaped by it. 

As this Annual Report demonstrates, CIEL is better equipped than ever to 
meet this challenge. We are graced with some of the most creative minds 
working in international environmental law today.   That combination 
of creativity and expertise enables CIEL to look at issues through a new 

lens or from a new angle, and see opportunity where others may see only obstacles.  It is one of CIEL’s great 
strengths and unique attributes.

Nowhere is this clearer than in our work at the intersection of Human Rights and Global Environmental Justice, 
the focus of this year’s Annual Report.  Human rights and environmental protection were long considered 
distinct and disconnected fields, until CIEL and its partners began proving otherwise.  Today, the interplay 
between them is generating creative solutions to some of our most formidable challenges.  The same 
gaps in the law that result in environmental impacts often harm politically and economically marginalized 
communities — both here and around the world.  Protecting one, we can protect the other.  

A great example of this, which you’ll read more about in the following pages, involved the World Bank’s $3 
billion loan to support a massive Coal Plant in South Africa. Rather than accept the false choice between 
environment and development, CIEL used the Bank’s own rules to unveil the full picture.  We focused on the 
local communities whose health and environment would be harmed by the plant.  We demonstrated that, in 
ignoring the very real cost of those harms, the Bank had overstated the development benefits of the project, 
violating its own standards in the process.  The Bank’s own Inspection Panel ultimately agreed with our key 
findings.  And we, in turn, have taken what we learned supporting South African communities to help partners 
facing similar fights against coal in other communities and countries thousands of miles away.

This thread, protecting people and our shared environment together through the law, weaves throughout 
CIEL’s work, wherever we work, including here at home. Throughout this Annual Report you’ll find 
introductions, not just to our projects from the past year, but to the people whose lives are changed for the 
better by power of Law.

Sincerely,

Carroll Muffett
President and CEO
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The Real Cost of Coal
Lephalale, South Africa is a living, breathing example of the connections between energy, 

poverty and climate change.  A small coal mining town in the Limpopo River watershed, 

Lephalale is home to 100,000 people and is the site of Medupi, a 4,800 MW coal plant under 

construction by utility giant Eskom Holding Limited. In 2010, the World Bank approved a $3 

billion loan to Eskom to complete the project. Community members, supported by the South 

African NGO groundWork, filed a complaint with the World Bank’s Inspection Panel raising 

serious environmental and social concerns surrounding the coal plant.

On March 21, 2011, the Center for International Environmental Law followed that community 

complaint with a report challenging the World Bank’s decision to fund one of the biggest coal-

fired power plants on the planet. “Fossilized Thinking: The World Bank, Eskom, and the Real Cost 

of Coal” highlights the real and significant social costs of coal power generation, and the Bank’s 

failure to consider those costs as required by its own policies.  

CIEL has been working with the World Bank for years to steer it away from investments that 

create negative impacts on people and the environment.  The $3 billion loan to support Medupi 

was yet another project headed in the wrong direction.  The considerable environmental and 
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Champion Profile  
Barbara Lee Shaw, CIEL Board Member

As a champion of human rights and environmentalism, it seems only natural that Barbara  Lee Shaw would have 
dedicated more than 20 years of her life to the Center for International Environmental Law.  According to the co-
founder and longtime Board member, it’s that passion for people and planet that truly sets CIEL apart. “Wonderful 
people, who were also brilliant young lawyers coming from prestigious law firms, would walk through our door and 
say, ‘You don’t have to pay me. This is what I want to do.’ In those early years we were just excited to be working on 
these issues.” 

As a venture capitalist with an MBA, Barbara was not destined for law, but she quickly realized that private equity 
was not fulfilling her philanthropic spirit. “I told my husband I was going to quit my job, but he beat me to it!” 
exclaimed Barbara. Her husband Durwood, an environmental lawyer since the early 1970’s, anticipated a shift to 
the international arena and started down his own path. “He went to London in January 1989, met with a group of 
barristers, and in a matter of days the Center for International Environmental Law was born.”

CIEL operated in the U.S. and London, but the actual working arrangement was far more domestic. “The office was 
in our bedroom,” Barbara remembers, “and faxes would come in from around the world at all hours of the night.” 
Bringing business skills to the team of lawyers, Barbara joined CIEL as Chief Financial Officer in 1989. “I’ll never forget 
those early years,” she recalls.  “CIEL was breaking new ground in the field of environmental law, and the passion, 
energy, and dedication of that founding staff moved the whole field into the international arena. No one else was 
doing this.”  
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Kenneth Berlin, Chair 

Partner, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 

Richard F. Tompkins, Vice Chair

President, First Chesapeake Group

Frederick R. Anderson

Partner, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

Harry G. Barnes, Jr.

Chair, Board of the Romanian-American Enterprise Fund

Edith Brown Weiss

Professor, Georgetown University Law Center 

Dianne Dillon-Ridgley

Founding Chair Emeritus, Plains Justice 

Delphine Djiraibe

Founder, Chief Attorney, Public Interest Law Center

Donald Kaniaru

Managing Partner, Kaniaru & Kaniaru Advocates 

Diana Ponce-Nava

Environment and Land Use Attorney, Mexico City

Barbara Shaw

Founder, Executive Director, Maasai Girls Education Fund  

Jack Vanderryn

Former Senior Fellow for Environment and Development, 

Moriah Fund

Brennan Van Dyke 

Senior Advisor to the CEO, Global Environment Facility

Terry F. Young

Environmental Science Consultant 

Elected to CIEL Board of Trustees in October 2011:

Katie Redford, Director, EarthRights International

Kathy Robb, Partner, Hunton & Williams LLP

Scott J. Stone, Sierra Nevada Corporation

Tatiana R. Zaharchenko, Legal Expert, Swedish 

Environmental Protection Agency

John H. Adams 
Nawzat bint Ali 
Michael P. Allen
Dinah Bear
Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder
Brent Blackwelder Laurence 
Boisson de Chazournes
Charles E. di Leva
Malgosia  A. Fitzmaurice
Irving L. “Pep” Fuller
Lynn Goldman
Claudio Grossman 
Paul E. Hagen
Scott A. Hajost 

David F. Hales 
Jennifer Haverkamp
Sebia Hawkins
Anne R. Kapuscinski
Lal Kurukulasuriya
Jonathan Lash
Michael Lipsett
Gerhard Loibl 
Wangari Maathai (1940-2011) 
Stephen C. McCaffrey
Ambler H. Moss, Jr. 
Antonio A. Oposa Jr.
Geoffrey Palmer
Matthew Pawa 

Pemmaraju Sreenivasa Rao
Iwona Rummel-Bulska
Peter Sand 
James Gustave Speth 
Christopher Stone 
Alberto Szekely
Jon Van Dyke (1943-2011) 
Perry Wallace 
Sheila Watt-Cloutier
Christopher Weeramantry 
Jacob Werksman 

Tatiana R. Zaharchenko 

CIEL Board of Advisors FY 2011

CIEL Board of Trustees FY 2011

Leadership
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Carroll Muffett

President

effective 9/20/10 

Daniel B. Magraw Jr.

President, President 

Emeritus and 

Distinguished Scholar

Jeffrey W. Wanha

Director of Finance and 

Administration

Cameron S. Aishton

Administrator

Niranjali Amerasinghe

Staff Attorney

David Azoulay

Managing Attorney 

Geneva

Bjorn G. Beeler

IPEN international 

Coordinator

Johanna Borcic

Office Manager, Geneva 

Wenjie Chen

Staff Accountant

Karin M. Cicelski

Executive Assistant

Daryl Ditz

Senior Policy Advisor

Kristen M. Genovese

Senior Attorney

Melissa L. Hippler

Director of Development

Kristen Hite

Senior Attorney

Marcos A. Orellana

Senior Attorney

Anne M. Perrault

Senior Attorney

Sofia Plagakis

Program Associate

Stephen J. Porter

Senior Attorney

Baskut O. Tuncak

Staff Attorney

Glenn M. Wiser

Senior Attorney

Pro Bono Services 

Generous pro bono service 

was provided by the 

following attorneys and 

marketing, public relations 

and web professionals:

Melissa Allen

Melissa Allen Design

Ken Berlin

Skadden, Arps, Slate, 

Meagher & Flom 

Jessiah Campbell

Jeanne Chou

Ann Claassen

Latham &  

Watkins LLP

Patricia Davis-Muffett

Peter Luneau

Skadden, Arps, Slate, 

Meagher & Flom 
 

Mi  Puyang 

Puyang & Associates LLC

Alex Thorne 

Tom Wetterer  

Greenpeace

Other volunteers:

Melissa Brandt

Sebia Hawkins

Chandra Middleton

Staff
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Institutional Supporters:
American Bar Association
American University, Washington College of Law
Amnesty International
Anonymous Donors
Heinrich Boell Foundation
CS Fund
The Carter Center
The Children’s Institute
Climate Action Network, International
ClimateWorks Foundation with Climate and Land Use 
Alliance
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation
Betsy and Jesse Fink Foundation
Ford Foundation
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES)
Glamour Magazine
Global GreenGrants Fund
Goldman Environmental Foundation
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
Greenpeace, Inc.

Merrill G. and Emita E. Hastings Foundation
Hemera Foundation
James E. Hughes, Jr. Consults
International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN)
Johnson Family Foundation
The John Merck Fund
Gordon E. and Betty I. Moore Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
New York Community Trust
NGO Platform on Shipbreaking
Oceana, Inc.
Oxfam America
Rainforest Foundation Norway
Rights and Resources Group
Sigrid Rausing Trust
Swiss Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN)
Tikvah Fund/Tides Foundation
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
United States Department of State
Wallace Global Fund
WestWind Foundation
World Resources Institute

CIEL Supporters  
(July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011)
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Individual Contributors:

Presidents’s Circle  
($5,000 and above):

Kenneth and Sue Ann Berlin

James Leitner and Tracy Higgins

Daniel B. Magraw, Jr. and  
Lucinda A. Low

Wendy Munger and  
Leonard L. Gumport

Advocate’s Circle 

($2,500 to $4,999):

Carroll Muffett

Gregory Schmidt and  
Jennifer Lyman

Dr. and Mrs. Richard F. Tompkins

Jack and Margrit Vanderryn

Douglas R. and Terry F. Young

Leader’s Circle 

($1,000 to $2,499):

Michael Allen

Fredrick R. Anderson

Danny Bradlow and K. Hofman

Charles Nelson Brower

Marjorie C. and Robert A. Goodin

Linda Shoemaker and Steve Brett

C. Lawrence Wiser

Donor’s Circle 

($500 to $999):

Bryan J. and Donna D. Arling

Charles Barnaby and Cynthia Birr

Dinah Bear and Roger McManus

Thomas M. Darden

Edison and Sally Dick

Charles E. Di Leva

Craig A. and Gloria Hart

David B. Hunter and  
Margaret B. Bowman

Jeffrey W. Wanha

Contributor’s Circle  
($100 to $499):

David and Caroline Alderson

Marcia M. & George T. Argyris

Joseph G. and Ilene Block

Robert F. and Teresa Blomquist

Melissa Brandt

Edith Brown Weiss

Leslie Carothers

Nancy Clair

Molly Crowe

Dianne Dillon-Ridgley

Daniel C. Esty

Stanley M Foss

Joseph Freedman

Kathryn Genovese

Vicki L. Golich

David M. and JoAnne M. 
Gravallese

William M. and Donna Hannay

Douglas Harness

Sebia A. Hawkins

Melissa L. Hippler and  
John W. Butler

Gary and Kathryn Horlick

Patricia A. Little

Ruth Little

Christopher J. Nekarda

Martha and Anthony  
Okie-Fouracre

Craig Oren

Christopher Perrault

Cynthia R. Price

John M. Scagnelli

Barbara Lee Shaw and  
Durwood J. Zaelke

Ellen Siegler and  
Devereaux Barnes

Robert M. and Lanius J. Sussman

Daniel Tompkins

Peggy Twohig

David J. van Hoogstraten and 

Michelle Kayon

J. Martin Wagner and  
Martha Belcher

Thomas S. Williamson, Jr. and  
Ellen R. Brazier

Supporter’s Circle (up to $99)

Donald Ayres

Adam Bachrach

William and Helga Butler

Jeanne Chou

Douglas Elliott

Robert J. and Judith R. Federico

David B. Hirsch

Sarah Iverson

Stephen C. McCaffrey

Joseph T. McGee

Lois J. Schiffer

David R. Willis

Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC #10417) Contributors, 
Donation Amounts Not 
Disclosed:

Jacques Capuscinski

Christina D. Lydick

Michael Saretsky

Anthony Zamora

Please Remember CIEL in your 
Will!





   

A Hopeful Future
The Center for International Environmental Law knows a better future is possible.

Pollution.  Deforestation.  Climate change. 

At times, it can be difficult to look at the daunting challenges facing the world and find sources of hope.  At the 

Center for International Environmental Law, we find that hope is all around us.  We find it every day as we work 

with real people to confront very real threats to their environment, their health and their communities.  

We’re hopeful because we have seen how local communities in Peru and Guatemala—backed by the power of 

international law—can stand up to a mining company headquartered thousands of miles away.  We’re hopeful 

because we have seen civil society organizations from around the world work together to make real changes 

in how the World Bank does business.  We’re hopeful because history shows us that the world will respond to 

the risks of toxic chemicals and nanotechnology if we help show the way. And we’re hopeful because we know 

the passion, commitment and creativity that a new generation of lawyers is bringing every day to the fight for 

human rights and global environmental justice. 

The challenge constantly before us is to take that hope and turn it into reality—turning creative legal 

strategies into real change for our environment and the people who depend on it.  To achieve that we have a 

team of gifted attorneys and experts, we have trusted partners around the world and, most importantly, we 

have you.

Your support keeps CIEL at the forefront of legal and environmental issues that impact the world today, 

tomorrow, and into the future. 

We are hopeful for that better future. Please join us to make it a reality. Donate now. 

Online at www.ciel.org
By check to:  CIEL, 1350 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 1100, Washington, D.C. 20036




