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Programs and Activities

Protecting the Global Environment

And Human Health

Finding Balance for Our World

The health of the planet and the health of its in-
habitants are inextricably linked. Recognizing
this delicate balance between humans and the
environment, ecosystems, and climate of the
world we inhabit, CIEL carries out a broad range
of projects designed to protect both the environ-
ment and human health. These projects focus on

several areas, including;:

chemicals,

e climate change,

e biodiversity and wildlife,
* biotechnology, and

¢ children’s health.

CIEL’s efforts in these and other areas are de-
signed to achieve on-the-ground progress by de-
veloping and implementing international law,
strengthening international institutions, and tak-
ing advantage of ongoing international proc-
esses.

A Global Reach

CIEL undertakes projects in conjunction with
partner organizations around the world, provid-
ing these partners with the international legal
expertise needed to complement their own en-
ergy, skills, and other resources, to learn from
their and others” experiences, and to enhance the
effectiveness of CIEL’s own work.

A Common Purpose

CIEL engages in many ways, ensuring the voices
of indigenous peoples are heard at international
meetings on global climate change policy;
strengthening international legal mechanisms
that reward local conservation efforts to preserve
biodiversity; preventing the rollback of environ-
mental protections; and participating in interna-
tional negotiations over the future of chemicals
management so that children can grow up
healthy and free of the dangers these chemicals
harbor. CIEL’s dedicated team of experts works
every day to ensure people and the planet can
live in balance.

HIGHLIGHT:

The Inuit Petition on Climate Change and Human Rights

Following up the petition filed by CIEL, Earthjustice, and the Inuit Circumpolar Conference to the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights, which details why the devastating impacts of global warming in the
Arctic violate the human rights of the Inuit, CIEL and its partners requested that the Commission hold a the-
matic hearing on climate change and human rights. Attorneys from CIEL and Earthjustice, and Inuit leader
Sheila Watt-Cloutier, provided testimony at that hearing about the impact of global warming on the Inuit and
other vulnerable communities in the Americas, the implication of these impacts for human rights, and recommen-
dations on how the Commission can address this issue. CIEL’s work has been the primary force in introducing a
human rights dimension to climate change debates. CIEL focuses on the human dimension of climate change in
this and other ways.
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