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IMPACT
Breaking Through

Welcome to the Center for International Environmental Law’s 2013 Annual Impact Report. For more than two decades, 
the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) has used the power of law to protect the environment, promote 
human rights, and ensure a just and sustainable society. 

In the past year we have seen the kind of change that we always believed possible. From progress on addressing climate 
change to reducing exposure to hazardous chemicals, 2013 was full of small, but crucial, breakthrough moments that 
prove our strategy and our advocacy is working. It was a year of breaking through the inertia, and in the year ahead we 
will channel that momentum. The significance of these breakthroughs will ultimately be measured by what happens next.

Energized and focused by our new strategic plan, CIEL is better positioned than ever to seize these opportunities and 
build on this momentum.  From empowering local communities to strengthening international law and systems, from 
developing new strategies to ensure that international financial flows respect human rights and the environment, to 
working with partners to counterbalance corporate power and increase transparency, this report explores how we are 
using strategic legal levers to effect systemic change.  

If you’re reading this report, odds are that you also contributed to the momentum shift in the past year.  We invite you to 
join us in celebrating our impact in 2013 through the report that follows, and we look forward to working with you as 
we defend the right to a healthy environment in the years ahead.



TABLE OF CONTENTS
From the President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    2

Our Strategy  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3

Strengthening International Law .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                              4

Empowering Communities  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 6

Reforming Development Finance .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 8

Increasing Corporate Accountability  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  10

Champion Tribute: Donald Cortez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           12

Champion Tribute: Barbara Lee Shaw  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          13

International Environmental Law Award .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         13

Trustees & Advisors .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   14

Staff, Interns, Pro Bono  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  15

Supporters  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  16

Financial Statements .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   18

CIEL Community & Advocacy Online  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         19

Looking Forward  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  20

Invest in Our Future .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  21

ADVOCATES



MOMENTUM
Moment of Traction

You know the moment.  You’ve experienced it a hundred times.  

That moment when the seemingly immovable object you’ve been pushing and pulling—first from this direction, then from that 
direction, then from another angle entirely—finally begins to move.  Sometimes, the movement is so small, so slight, that you feel it 
more than see it.  But still you smile.  Because you know that what seemed immovable can be moved after all. That YOU can move 
it.  And that’s when you know it’s time to really dig in, focus all of your strength on the sweet spots you’ve found, and push with 
everything you’ve got.  Because now you know it’s making a difference. 

This past year had more than its share of those breakthrough moments.  On issues from climate change, to chemicals, to global 
finance, we saw—or just felt—the immovable begin to move. Not so far that we can or should declare victory, but enough that we 
know victory can and will be achieved.  In the pages that follow, we celebrate those critical moments, discuss the ways large and 
small in which CIEL helped bring them about and, most importantly, how we will work in the year ahead to turn these momentary 
breakthroughs into lasting progress for the environment and for human rights.

This report recognizes the forward movement and the harbingers of change to come on issues that CIEL has been advocating for 
years.  After decades of political stagnation, we saw the first glimmers of substantive action to address climate change and begin the 
transition away from dirty fuels from global leaders and institutions, including President Obama and the World Bank.  Over the past 
year, both within the United States and globally, we saw the prospects for meaningful chemicals reform increase significantly.  And 
our advocacy at the United Nations and international development banks to strengthen the linkages between human rights and the 
environment is finally being heard. 

On their own, the breakthrough moments of this past year will not meet the tremendous challenges before us.  On climate change 
and toxic chemicals, on forests and global finance, the pace and scale of change must increase dramatically to respond to significant 
and growing threats.  This past year proved that the global system can be changed, and it is now up to all of us to change it—to move 
the world forward farther and faster in the next few years than it has moved in decades.

With your support and your partnership, we will achieve just that.  And we will celebrate more and far greater breakthroughs  
in the year ahead.    

 
Sincerely, 
Carroll Muffett 
President & CEO
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OUR STRATEGY
All of our work falls within one or more of these three program areas:

PEOPLE, LAND,  
& RESOURCES

CLIMATE &  
ENERGY

And we determine which legal approaches will create greatest impact and enable systemic change:

STRENGTHEN 
LAW

REFORM 
FINANCIAL 

FLOWS

INCREASE 
CORPORATE 

ACCOUNTABILITY

EMPOWER 
COMMUNITIES

$

 Accelerating the 
Transition from 

Fossil Fuels

We strive for success in these key result areas:

 Slowing the 
Expansion of 

Metals Mining in 
the Americas 

  Safeguarding 
Forest  

Ecosystems 

 Protecting 
Children’s 

Environmental 
Health  

ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH



PROTECTION
Strengthening International Law

The legal challenges we face as a global community continue to grow and evolve. These complex threats are far 
too great for any one organization or even any one country to address alone. CIEL is strategically placed at the 
forefront of the international environmental law community to create legal levers for systemic change that can 
be used by partners around the world. A primary focus of our newly-implemented strategic plan is to ensure that 
international law is effective: it responds to existing needs, continually adapts to changing realities, and, above  
all, leads to real changes in policy, human behavior, and environmental outcomes.

PROTECTING CHILDREN’S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Children, during critical windows of development, are particularly vulnerable to the 
adverse effects of hazardous chemicals. The severe and irreversible effects of childhood 
exposure to endocrine (hormone) disrupting and other hazardous chemicals demand 
action by policymakers. Today, we are exposed to hazardous substances through the 
air we breathe, the food we eat, the water we drink, and through countless products 
and materials that are part of everyday life.  Achieving a cleaner, safer future is not only 
possible—it is essential. 

With the release of our breakthrough report, Driving Innovation: How stronger laws help 
bring safer chemicals to market, in February of 2013, we took the chemical industry head-
on, debunking disingenuous arguments that regulation stifles innovation. Driving Innovation 
demonstrates that stronger laws incentivize the development of safer chemicals and help 
pull them into the market by overcoming barriers to entry, including economies of scale 
and the lack of information about dangerous chemicals and products on the market. 

Consumers, businesses, investors, and even government officials have joined our call for policymakers to reform outdated 
laws and policies to spark innovation.     

We work alongside policy makers in Europe, the US, and other countries around the globe to create a unified voice 
calling for a safer, smarter future that is free of hazardous chemicals. Driving Innovation gives us and our allies a powerful 
new tool to support this call to action. With economic growth, job creation, and a cleaner environment on the horizon, 
CIEL will continue its push towards a toxics-free future to protect our children’s right to a healthy environment.
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PROTECTION
Strengthening International Law

REDD+: RIGHTS AND SAFEGUARDS 
Forests play an important role in mitigating climate change. For many years, the 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has been negotiating 
an initiative called REDD+, Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation, as a way to address climate change by protecting forests. CIEL helped 
secure early victories in this process by shaping the framework of REDD+. 

As a result of CIEL’s advocacy at the UNFCCC, the Parties agreed to explore how 
benefits beyond carbon, like biodiversity and indigenous land tenure rights, could be 
incentivized in REDD+. CIEL works to make these international decisions accessible to 
the peoples and communities who will be most affected by them. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) took up the issue of strengthening 
the biodiversity aspects of REDD+ safeguards in national planning. CIEL’s advocacy 
helped shape a CBD decision that advises countries on how to better implement the 
biodiversity safeguards of REDD+ in conjunction with their climate obligations. 

PROMOTING PRINCIPLE 10 
At the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, the nations of the world adopted the 
Rio Declaration, a set of principles for sustainable development.  Among those is 
Principle 10, which recognizes the critical importance of public participation in 
environmental issues and that public participation requires access to information, 
meaningful opportunities to participate in decision-making processes, and access to 
justice.  

When nations returned to Rio in June 2012 to mark the 20-year anniversary of 
the Earth Summit, ten governments from Latin America and the Caribbean signed a 
new Declaration aimed at implementing Principle 10 across the region.  Throughout 
Latin America, the lack of respect for environmental rights has triggered a 
significant increase in socio-environmental conflicts in the region. 

CIEL has worked alongside governments, intergovernmental organizations, and 
civil society partners to move these critical negotiations forward, providing our 
specialized expertise to help secure a robust and binding agreement that will 
empower communities and strengthen environmental governance and democracy 
across the region.  We passed an important milestone on that road when 17 
governments—representing more than 500 million citizens—adopted a shared 
vision for implementing Principle 10.

Paths to Global  
Chemical Safety
“A comprehensive chemicals 
regime is necessary at the global 
level to ensure present and future 
generations enjoy the right to a 
healthy environment,” explained 
Baskut Tuncak, Staff Attorney at CIEL 
and co-author of a groundbreaking 
report on global chemical safety 
published by CIEL and the Swedish 
Society for Nature Conservation 
(SSNC). The report was released in 
March 2013.

Existing international agreements, 
based on decades-old science and 
technologies, are wholly inadequate 
to meet the challenge of a modern 
chemical industry. Only 23 hazardous 
chemicals are currently managed at a 
global level throughout their lifecycle, 
while experts estimate that the 
number of hazardous chemicals on 
the market today number well into 
the thousands. Developing countries 
are especially vulnerable due to 
projections for disproportionate 
growth in chemical production 
and use, and inadequate laws and 
institutions to protect people and the 
environment.     

CIEL is advocating for a more 
comprehensive, global regime to 
meet the challenges presented 
by current and future chemical 
risks.  According to Baskut,“The 
current piecemeal approach of 
ensuring chemical safety is grossly 
inadequate to protect people and the 
environment, and cannot, without 
further progress under international 
law, provide a level playing field for 
businesses operating in a globalized 
marketplace.”
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GLOBAL ACTION ON EDCs & NANOTECHNOLOGY 
Nanotechnology (the science of the very small) moves forward rapidly, and CIEL 
continues to play a leading role in ensuring a sustainable path forward. Following the 
success of a guide book we published on the environmental and social consequences 
of nano development in Latin America, CIEL and our partners released similar 
awareness-raising booklets for Africa, and we will expand our regional coverage with 
capacity-building booklets for Asia-Pacific and Central Asia next year.  Thanks to 
continued pressure from CIEL and its EU partners, countries are starting to implement 
mandatory registers to increase information for the public and regulators and to review 
their outdated legal framework to cover potential health and environmental risks. 

Linked to a number of diseases, including cancer, diabetes, obesity, and impaired 
reproductive systems, endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) have captured the 
international spotlight. CIEL continues to work closely with policymakers and NGO 
colleagues in the EU to set a precedent for how chemical laws should protect people 
and wildlife globally from hazardous substances, such as EDCs, for which there are  
no safe thresholds of exposure.  At a crucial global conference, CIEL helped win a  
first-of-its-kind resolution acknowledging EDCs as an “issue of global concern.”  
CIEL is leading efforts to further elevate the issue among developing countries and 
emerging economies.



PARTICIPATION
Empowering Communities

Those whose health, families, communities, and rights are most vulnerable to environmental threats often face 
the greatest challenges in responding to those threats.  Too often, they are constrained by limited resources, 
language barriers, and limited access to forums where they can assert and protect their rights. Yet locally-affected 
people are most powerful when they advocate on their own behalf. Our program attorneys serve as experts who 
provide knowledge and support, but we always work to empower communities so that they are better able to 
defend their own rights and to multiply the capacity of communities far beyond our immediate reach.

SLOWING THE EXPANSION OF 
MINING IN LATIN AMERICA
Transnational mining activity continues to expand in Latin 
America, and CIEL has been working to stop mining projects 
that do not respect the rights, environment, and health of local 
communities. For years, CIEL has been working with indigenous 
and campesino people in Guatemala to file complaints, 
empower community leaders, and deliver shareholder 
resolutions to change the practices of the corporations 
responsible for these destructive mining megaprojects.

On March 1, Guatemala’s highest court delivered a verdict 
upholding the existing mining law, which was a serious blow to 
indigenous peoples’ right to free, prior, and informed consent. 
“This ruling is a contravention of Guatemala’s international 
obligations to respect indigenous rights and an unwelcome 
reminder of how the Guatemalan legal system continues to 
deny justice to the country’s Mayan population,” said CIEL 
Senior Attorney Kris Genovese.

At the Canadian-owned Escobal silver mine in San Rafael Las 
Flores, we’ve been supporting communities fighting to defend 
their rights and will continue to do so in the year ahead.

ACTION SUMMARY: Escobal Mine

!

4

4

4

4

Violence breaks out surrounding the Escobal mine. 26 
Peaceful protesters are blamed and criminalized for the 
violence.

CIEL organizes several international online urgent 
action campaigns demanding investigation into violence 
surrounding the mine and calling for its closure. 

12 of 26 planned community referendums held—all 
voting more than 90% against the mine.

CIEL, with CAMIGUA coalition, delivers letter with 
more than 5,000 signatures from 42 countries to the 
Guatemalan Attorney General asking for investigation 
into the March kidnapping of four indigenous leaders 
who were leaving a mining referendum—one of whom 
was later found dead. 

Mine security opens fire on peaceful resistance in April, 
seriously injuring five adults and one minor.

Head of mine security arrested and charged with 
allegedly giving the order to open fire on peaceful 
protesters, according to government wire tap evidence.

Guatemalan court rules that due process was violated in 
granting Escobal’s extraction license, putting in question 
the validity of current license.

6 CIEL Annual Report 2013

4

!



PARTICIPATION
Empowering Communities

BANK ON HUMAN RIGHTS  
Multilateral development banks (MDBs) have long been in the 
business of promoting economic development, but without 
respecting the rights of local communities they can cause more 
harm than good. 

In April 2013, CIEL and International Accountability Project 
launched an Early Warning System—the first of its kind—that allows 
communities to track development projects that pose a risk to the 
environment and human rights. This revolutionary tool is hosted 
within the Bank On Rights website and features a searchable map of 

MDB projects. Users can search by location, sector, or even specific rights that may be threatened. 

The Early Warning System seeks to notify communities of projects in their earliest stages, so those who are most directly 
affected by the project are empowered to proactively participate in the decision-making process and effectively advocate 
for their own rights. In the year ahead, we will build pilot projects in key countries to connect the global to the local and 
turn Bank on Rights into action.  BankOnHumanRights.org  

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS & DEVELOPMENT THREATS 
With support from CIEL, Ngäbe indigenous communities in western Panama have 
taken action to stop the construction of the Barro Blanco hydroelectric dam that 
threatens to flood religious, historical, and cultural sites in the Ngäbe territory.  The 
dam would turn the river into a stagnant lake ecosystem, affecting the Ngäbe’s diet 
and means of subsistence.  

In 2013, CIEL worked to build a coalition of national and international groups to 
help the Ngäbe defend their rights.  CIEL also worked to highlight the serious 
deficiencies in the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) under 
which Barro Blanco is registered and eligible for carbon credits.  Using Barro Blanco 
as an example, we have demonstrated the CDM’s failure to ensure that projects are 
designed, implemented, and monitored in a manner that protects human rights. CIEL 
delivered more than 1,000 signatures to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples asking him to recommend reforms to the CDM to 
ensure it respects human rights.

At the national level, CIEL and partners filed an amicus brief in support of a domestic lawsuit brought on behalf of Ngäbe 
community members, arguing that the Panamanian government violated international law by approving the project 
without obtaining the consent of the affected communities and without adequately reviewing environmental impacts.

MOBILIZING AGAINST AN EPIDEMIC 
Across Central America, an epidemic of Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD)—a disease for which progression is inevitable, 
and ultimately fatal, without early access to dialysis or kidney transplant—is decimating communities.

For over six years, CIEL has been supporting ASOCHIVIDA, an association of 2,300+ former sugarcane workers who 
have all been diagnosed with CKD.  In 2008, CIEL assisted ASOCHIVIDA in filing a complaint to the accountability 
mechanism of the International Finance Corporation (IFC) regarding its loan to Nicaragua Sugar Estates Limited.  
Through a mediation facilitated by the IFC’s Compliance Advisor Ombudsman (CAO),  ASOCHIVIDA secured monthly 
distribution of basic food provisions for the members; income generation projects that have benefited more than 500 
members directly and provided revenue to help members cover medical and funeral expenses; and ground-breaking 
research on the disease by Boston University School of Public Health.  ASOCHIVIDA recently secured a commitment 
of $320,000 to fund the construction of a renal clinic in Chichigalpa, a proposal that the Government of Nicaragua has 
yet to approve. Together, these benefits are worth close to $6 million. The CAO-facilitated negotiations ended this year, 
but the parties continue to seek new ways to meet the needs of those living with the disease and find the cause of the 
epidemic. (See related Champion Profile of Donald Cortez on page 12).
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HUMAN RIGHTS
Reforming Development Finance

Over more than two decades, CIEL has learned that the best way to protect human rights and the environment 
from destructive development projects is to follow the funding and tackle it at its source. As international 
financial institutions proliferate, we work to ensure that safeguards and accountability mechanisms are built in 
and strengthened, so that communities can hold these banks accountable.

ACCELERATING THE TRANSITION FROM FOSSIL FUELS
The pace of climate change is accelerating far faster than the pace of global climate 
talks, and we must find new ways to accelerate action on this threat. 

While coal consumption in the United States has declined gradually over the past 10 
years, US coal exports have risen.  And the US Export-Import Bank, a federal agency 
that has been funneling billions of US tax dollars into dirty energy projects abroad, has 
been one of the biggest lenders, raising its financial backing of coal exports from $2 
billion to more than $10 billion. 

In July, CIEL joined five other national and local environmental groups in filing a suit 
against the US Export-Import Bank (ExIm).  The group challenged a $90 million loan 
guarantee ExIm provided to Xcoal Energy & Resources to export Appalachian coal 
from ports in Maryland and Virginia to Asia. Despite well-documented environmental 
harms associated with coal transport and the likelihood of local impacts of coal use 
by importing countries, ExIm approved the loan guarantee without conducting an 
environmental impact assessment.  The array of air, water, safety, health, biodiversity,  

and other impacts on local communities and ecosystems—which face a chain reaction of increased mining, rail traffic,  
and port activity—remains woefully unaddressed by state and federal regulators. 

When President Obama announced his Climate Action Plan in June, he made a clear commitment to limit support for 
new coal plants as a means to address climate change, but he failed to address the need to phase out public financing 
for coal exports.  The pending lawsuit against ExIm Bank further highlights this major policy gap in the President’s 
plans.  Continued US financing of dirty coal deals violates the United States’ obligations and commitments to lead the 
international community in the fight against climate change. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS

A BIG STEP FOR A BIG BANK 
Of all the International Financial Institutions we monitor, the World Bank is the 
leader.  An international organization comprised of 188 countries, the Bank loans 
more than $20 billion annually to developing countries.  The Bank remains one 
of the most influential global standard-setters, with its policies and practices 
informing those of other development banks and private financiers throughout 
the world.  The Bank’s environmental and social safeguard policies, however, lack 
a critical and necessary component: respect for human rights.  The Bank’s track 
record in the field reflects that absence.  As a result, the very communities who 
should directly benefit from their projects can be left worse off.  

At the end of last year, the World Bank launched the first comprehensive review 
of its safeguard policies. CIEL and partners around the world are calling on Bank 
President Jim Kim to send a strong message: these standards must be robust, 
include human rights and environmental protections, and be applied consistently 
to all activities of the World Bank Group, including programmatic lending, in 
order to eradicate poverty and ensure sustainable development.  

RISKY BUSINESS WITH  
FINANCIAL INTERMEDIARIES 
Close to half of the lending portfolio of the International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
is in other financial institutions, including commercial banks, private equity funds, and 
insurance companies.  These so-called “financial intermediaries” use IFC support to invest 
directly in their own projects; but critically, most of those investments do not require 
compliance with IFC’s Performance Standards on Environmental and Social Sustainability.  

In February, an audit of IFC lending in the financial market sector found that IFC has 
no way of knowing whether nearly half of all of its investments are causing harm to 
communities and the environment.  Rather, the audit demonstrated that IFC focuses only 
on the environmental and social management system that each financial intermediary 
has in place and not on assessing the actual environmental and social outcomes of that 
system.  In its initial response to the audit, however, the IFC did not commit to any major 
changes in its practices.  

CIEL led the effort to demand that the IFC take corrective action through meetings with the Bank’s executive directors, 
coalition letters to President Kim, and media attention. Largely as a result of these efforts, the Board directed IFC to 
prepare an Action Plan to address the audit’s findings. 

CAN WE BANK ON IT? 
After a lengthy process, the World Bank introduced a new Energy Strategy in July, committing its future energy sector 
lending to supporting energy efficiency measures, scaling up investments in small-scale renewable energy projects in 
developing countries, and increasing energy access for the poor.  The Bank also committed to drastically curtail its coal 
investments—an important, if partial step toward permanently ending public finance for coal.  As a key player in climate 
and development lending, the Bank’s new strategy will have profound impacts on energy investments in developing 
countries.  The new strategy reflects the advocacy of CIEL and partners worldwide to end public support for coal and to 
accelerate the transition away from fossil fuels and toward clean energy solutions.

CIEL is asking the Bank to undertake 
human rights due diligence, including:

A commitment not to finance 
activities likely to cause or 
contribute to human rights 
abuses; 
 
Human rights impact 
assessments for all Bank- 
financed activities; and 
 
Policies that are consistent  
with human rights standards.

1.

2.

3.

“The new Energy Strategy is at once a valuable step and  
a missed opportunity.” CIEL Staff Attorney Niranjali Amerasinghe 
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Increasing Corporate  
Accountability
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Much of our time and energy goes toward leveling the playing field. In simplest terms, we fight for equality— 
whether that’s access to information, participation, or justice. Left unchecked, corporate power can set into 
motion a sequence of events that is hard to stop. Striving for equality among nations, states, organizations, 
groups, and communities is a cornerstone of our work.

PROTECTING FOREST ECOSYSTEMS

Forests play a vital role in mitigating climate change, protecting biodiversity, and supporting the lives and livelihoods 
of indigenous peoples and local communities. Illegal and unsustainable logging, deforestation for palm oil and other 
commodities, large-scale infrastructure, and development projects like oil extraction and mining increasingly threaten the 
ability of forest ecosystems to fulfill these critical functions. 

Deep in the heart of the Amazon rainforest, Peru’s Loreto region is one of the most biodiverse areas on the planet. 
Comprising one of the largest stretches of intact primary forest on earth, it is home to some of the world’s last 
indigenous peoples living in voluntary isolation. 

For the past two years, CIEL has worked with Peruvian partners to document emerging threats to this vital region and 
assess potential impacts.  Among these threats is the spread of palm oil plantations which have already devastated tropical 
forests in other regions. CIEL analyzed satellite imagery in June 2013 and discovered significant ongoing deforestation 
outside the town of Tamshiyacu. Satellite images showed deforestation occurring at a shocking rate of about 250 acres 
per week. CIEL visited the area with Peruvian NGO colleagues, interviewed locals, and photographed the destruction. 
Having gathered this evidence, we notified local press of the ongoing devastation happening in real time. The front-page 
coverage triggered immediate action by regional authorities who undertook an investigation and concluded the company 
was acting illegally. 

Since that time, the deforestation in this area has been halted. The swift action and crackdown by authorities provides a 
disincentive for future behavior of this type.  And those who would seek to secretly cut down the forest are on notice: 
illegal deforestation is visible in satellite imagery.

SUSTAINABILITY



Increasing Corporate  
Accountability

WORTH ITS WEIGHT IN WATER 
Páramos, a fragile highland wetland ecosystem, provide fresh water 
and habitat for native species and species in danger of extinction. 
Today, the Santurbán páramo in the Santander region of Colombia 
faces a serious threat: large-scale gold mining. 

Both Colombian and international law prohibit mining in páramos, 
and despite the Colombian Ministry of the Environment’s denial of an 
environmental license for the project, the World Bank’s International 
Finance Corporation invested in Canadian company Eco Oro 

Minerals’ proposal to develop an open-pit gold mine in the páramo near Bucaramanga, Colombia. This caught the attention 
of the 2.2 million citizens who depend on the Santurbán páramo for clean water, and they mobilized to defend it.

Together with AIDA and Mining Watch Canada, CIEL helped a diverse coalition of 40 civic groups in Bucaramanga file 
a complaint with IFC’s Compliance Advisor Ombudsman (CAO) that led to a full investigation of the project. CIEL will 
continue to push for the IFC to withdraw its investment in Eco Oro and protect the Colombian páramos.  
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LET THE SUN SHINE IN 
In 2013, the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) adopted new standards to increase 
transparency in treaty-based investor-state arbitrations. The changes are designed to increase public access to hearings 
and documents in arbitral disputes, which often have significant implications for environmental, health, and safety 
standards. 

Our work isn’t done yet. While UNCITRAL’s revised rules will apply to newly-adopted investment agreements, they will 
not apply to the thousands of such agreements that already exist unless the Parties explicitly agree to apply them.  And 
even as we marked progress at UNCITRAL, a panel of federal judges reversed three consecutive lower court decisions 
and upheld the US Trade Representative’s refusal to disclose a document laying out how the US would interpret critical 
language on investor rights under the failed negotiations for a Free Trade Area of the Americas.  The decision ended a 
twelve-year legal effort by CIEL and Earthjustice to secure public release of the document.

Increasing transparency in trade is not only vital to environmental protection, human rights, and social development, it is 
also a cornerstone of good governance in a modern democracy.  CIEL will keep working until transparency and public 
participation are established as an indispensible component of international trade rules.

WORKING FOR BETTER TRADE 
Over the past year, CIEL has established itself as a leading voice 
for transparency and chemical safety in the ongoing negotiations 
of a proposed US-EU trade agreement, known as TTIP.  The 
secrecy around TTIP to date reinforces concerns that any resulting 
agreement will undermine public interests, such as the right to a 
healthy environment.  

In testimony before Congress in July, CIEL highlighted how 
experience with other trade agreements, industry submissions on TTIP, and the avowed goal of reducing perceived 
regulatory barriers to trade make it likely that TTIP will hinder progress on environmental, health, and safety standards 
around the world. Of particular concern is that TTIP may be used to slow development or implementation of stronger 
standards for chemicals management in the EU and some US states, instead of raising US national standards to achieve 
higher levels of protection.

As CIEL President Carroll Muffett testifed: “To protect the environmental health and safety of consumers, workers,  and 
children around the world, what is needed is not free trade agreements, but better trade agreements.” CIEL believes 
trade agreements should treat public protection not as a competing goal but the highest goal, leverage the power of 
markets to serve the global good, and enhance trade by strengthening environmental health and safety standards rather 
than viewing them as irritants to be reduced and eliminated.



CHAMPIONS
A Tribute to Donald Cortez

 “Everyone will have a chance to speak.” The room fell silent. 
These were men and women full of heart, fighting for their lives 
and their families—they needed to be heard. Donald leaned 
back in his chair, took a deep breath, and listened. He was 
passionate, confident, and trusted. Donald Cortez was a leader.

In 2007, a research team from Yale University visited the Pacific 
coast of Nicaragua to study the effects of sugarcane plantation 
operations on local water quality. When they learned about the 
widespread kidney disease amongst the local sugarcane workers 
in Chichigalpa, they asked CIEL to take a closer look (See 
related story on page 7, Mobilizing Against an Epidemic).

“That was my first case at CIEL,” remembers Senior Attorney 
Kris Genovese, “and the first time I met Donald.” Over the 
course of the next six years, Kris met an overwhelming number 
of local workers who were suffering from Chronic Kidney 
Disease (CKD). CKD is terminal, and progression is inevitable 
without a kidney transplant or early access to dialysis. It had 
reached epidemic proportions in Chichigalpa.

CIEL connected with members of Asociacion Chichigalpa por 
la Vida (ASOCHIVIDA), a group of then-600 ex-sugarcane 
workers who had all been diagnosed with CKD.  A focused, 
passionate man named Donald Cortez stood out from the 
crowd. “He was strong, both mentally and physically, with a clear 
vision and resolute determination,” recalls Kris. “He could stand 
in front of a raucous assembly of 500 people, and when he took 
the bullhorn everyone fell silent.  They knew Donald would lead 
them forward.”

Despite his own battle with CKD, Donald worked tirelessly on 
behalf of ASOCHIVIDA—returning to the office against doctor’s 
advice after his own dialysis treatments and keeping long hours. 

Under Donald’s leadership, ASOCHIVIDA membership grew to 
2,300. He led assembly meetings to keep members informed of 
the negotiation progress. Mediation led to monthly distribution 
of food and income generation projects that benefited members 
and provided revenue for the organization that, in turn, was 
used to offset medical and funeral expenses for members. 
Things have been steadily improving for ASOCHIVIDA and their 
families, but they are a long way from what they deserve, and 
members continue to be killed by the disease.   

Perhaps Donald’s most significant contribution to the effort 
was in securing a dialysis and renal clinic in Chichigalpa. Kidney 
transplants are extremely rare in Nicaragua, and dialysis is the 
only hope for most of these men. ASOCHIVIDA secured the 
funds, the land, and the plans for the clinic, but the Government 
of Nicaragua, which oversees public health institutions, has 
refused to construct the clinic.

Donald Cortez died on July 16 of Chronic Kidney Disease, 
waiting for the clinic to be built. He was a husband, a father, 
a leader, and a friend. His funeral was filled with flowers and 
attended by all of the widows of ASOCHIVIDA. His compassion, 
courage, and devotion to ASOCHIVIDA will not be forgotten.

Help us honor Donald’s legacy and his unforgettable spirit. 
Contact Amanda Kistler at akistler@ciel.org to sign our 
online petition asking Nicaraguan President Ortega to begin 
construction on the dialysis clinic now. 

Everyone should have a chance to speak. 
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BARBARA LEE SHAW 
1943 - 2013
Known in Kenya’s drought-prone Maasai-land as “Nalotuesha—The One Who Comes with the Rains,” Barbara Lee Shaw worked 
to empower Maasai girls and women through education and to bring an end to childhood marriages and female genital mutilation.  
Through the Maasai Girls Education Fund, which she founded in Kenya in 2000 and served as President until her death, Barbara 
provided scholarships to more than 130 Maasai girls and women to help them build the knowledge and skills they needed to live 
more independent, and more secure lives.  Through community workshops hosted by her organization, thousands more Maasai—men 
and women, boys and girls—received trainings to promote better health and economic well-being both for themselves and for future 
generations. 

Barbara passed away at her home in Washington, D.C. on October 17, 2013, surrounded by family and her four “sister-friends.”  

For all of us at CIEL, Barbara was a founder, a staffer, a Trustee, and a beloved friend.  Together with her husband, Durwood Zaelke, 
Philippe Sands, James Cameron, and Wendy Dinner, Barbara co-founded CIEL in 1989, and served as our Chief Financial Officer for nine 
years.  She served as a CIEL Trustee from 2004 until 2011, when she stepped down to dedicate her energies to ensuring a solid future 
for the Maasai Girls Education Fund.  

In a memorial celebrating Barbara’s life, Kenya’s Nation newspaper observed that “Barbara inspired people everywhere with her 
courage, her kindness and generosity, the depth of her convictions, and her unwavering commitment to what is fair and just.”  CIEL was 
deeply blessed to benefit so much from Barbara’s life and, we are humbled to be part of her legacy.

Barbara is survived by her husband Durwood, her children Tracy, Todd, and Kathy, and six grandchildren.
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2013 INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
AWARD: JOHN E. SCANLON
CIEL is proud to award John Scanlon, Secretary General of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES), with our International 
Environmental Law Award for 2013. The award is made in particular recognition of Mr. Scanlon’s 
contributions to safeguarding environmental integrity and human rights in the management of 
river basins and dams, his contributions to the understanding of international environmental 
governance as a multilevel process in which public participation plays an indispensable role, 
and his ongoing leadership of CITES as the Convention celebrates its 40th year and plays an 
increasingly relevant role at the nexus of biodiversity, development and trade. Mr. Scanlon’s 

leadership has led to the increasing integration—and appreciation—of CITES within the wider international policy community and 
the growing acceptance of CITES’ central role in conserving not only ornamental plants and charismatic megafauna, but high value 
timber and shark species critical to the health of forest and ocean ecosystems.



John H.  Adams 
Nawzat bint Ali 
Michael P.  Allen
Dinah Bear
Brent Blackwelder 
Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder
Laurence Boisson de Chazournes
Charles E. di Leva
Malgosia A. Fitzmaurice
George T. Frampton, Jr. 
Irving L. “Pep” Fuller
William C.G. Burns
Lynn Goldman
Claudio Grossman 

Paul E. Hagen
Scott A. Hajost 
David F. Hales 
Jennifer Haverkamp
Anne R. Kapuscinski
Lal Kurukulasuriya
Jonathan Lash
Gerhard Loibl
Stephen C. McCaffrey
Daniel B. Magraw
Ambler H. Moss, Jr. 
Antonio A. Oposa, Jr.
Geoffrey Palmer
Matthew F. Pawa 

R. Pemmaraju Sreenivasa Rao
Iwona Rummel-Bulska
Peter H. Sand 
James Gustave Speth 
Christopher D. Stone 
Alberto Szekely
David J. van Hoogstraten 
Perry Wallace 
Sheila Watt-Cloutier
Christopher Weeramantry 
Jacob Werksman

Kenneth Berlin, Chair † 
Retired Partner, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 

Dianne Dillon-Ridgley, Chair ††

Director, Interface, Founding Chair Emeritus, Plains Justice 

Diana Ponce-Nava (Mexico),  Vice-Chair
International Environmental Lawyer and Consultant 

Delphine Djiraibe (Chad)
Founder, Chief Attorney, Public Interest Law Center

Donald Kaniaru (Kenya)
Managing Partner, Kaniaru & Kaniaru Advocates 

Antonio LaViña (Philippines) ††

Dean,  Ateneo de Manila University

David Mattingly ††

Director, Fund for Global Human Rights

Katie Redford
Director, EarthRights International

Kathy Robb †

Partner, Hunton & William LLP

Scott J. Stone †

Counsel, Hunton & William LLP 

Brennan Van Dyke (Kenya) †

Director, United Nations Environment Programme

Terry F.  Young
Environmental Science Consultant 

Tatiana R. Zaharchenko (Ukraine)
Legal Expert, Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 

LEADERSHIP
CIEL Board of Trustees & Board of Advisors
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Carroll Muffett
President & CEO

Jeffrey W.  Wanha
Director of Finance &
Administration

Cameron S.  Aishton
Administrator

Niranjali Amerasinghe
Program Director, Climate 
& Energy

David Azoulay
Managing Attorney,
Geneva

Melissa Blue Sky
Staff Attorney

Wenjie Chen
Staff Accountant

Karin Cicelski
Executive Assistant

Matthew Finer
Project Scientist

Kristen M. Genovese
Program Director, People, 
Land, & Resources 

Melissa L. Hippler
Director of Development

Alyssa R. Johl
Senior Attorney

Amanda W. Kistler
Communications  
Manager

Jocelyn Medallo
Senior Attorney

Marcos A. Orellana
Program Director, 
Environmental Health

Anne M. Perrault
Senior Attorney

Allison Silverman
Staff Attorney

Baskut O. Tuncak
Staff Attorney

STAFF

LEADERSHIP
CIEL Board of Trustees & Board of Advisors

LAW FELLOWS & INTERNS

From:  Austria, China, France, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Russia, 
United States of America

Emily Aguilar 

Gregory Arnoult

Sarah Blackwell

Alice Bullard

Marina Cassio 

Hannah Colton 

Lia Comerford

Heather Croshaw

Michael Dobson 

Yulia Genin

Julian Gonzales

Trisha Grant 

Emma Hackley-Baker

Upasana Khatri

Allison Kole

Sarah Miles 

Justin Pine 

Thomas Richards 

Nicolas RisCassi

Amanda Rude

Sarah Safriet 

Jennifer Skeene 

Amy Streitsweiser

Luying Zhang

Louis B. Sohn Fellowship in Human Rights & Environment: Katja Bratrschovsky
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Pro Bono Services

Generous pro bono 
service was provided by 
the following attorneys and 
marketing, public relations 
and web professionals:

Patricia Davis-Muffett

David Gerratt
DG Communications

Donna Perdue
Perdue IP Law,  APC

Volunteers:
Melissa Brandt



CIEL Supporters

Amnesty International
Anonymous Donors
Both ENDS
CS Fund
Climate Action Network, International
Climate Advisers
Coalition for Safe Mines 
Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA)
European Climate Foundation
Ford Foundation
Hemera Foundation
International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN)
Gordon E. and Betty I. Moore Foundation

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
National Science Foundation
Oak Foundation
Oxfam America
Rainforest Foundation Norway
V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation
Sigrid Rausing Trust
Society for Conservation Biology
Sun Hill Foundation
Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC)
Swiss Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
WestWind Foundation

JULY 1, 2012 through JUNE 30, 2013

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS:

THANK YOU
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JULY 1, 2012 through JUNE 30, 2013

President’s Circle  
($5,000 and above):

Kenneth and Sue Ann Berlin

Daniel B. Magraw, Jr. and  
Lucinda A. Low

Kathy Robb

Douglas R. and  
Terry F. Young

Advocate’s Circle 

($2,500 to $4,999):

Carroll Muffett and  
Patricia Davis-Muffett

Gregory Schmidt and  
Jennifer Lyman

Leader’s Circle 

($1,000 to $2,499):

Charles Nelson Brower

Gregory Foote

Jessica and Monty 
Jorgensen

Donald Wacieni Kaniaru

Jack and Margrit Vanderryn

Donor’s Circle 

($500 to $999):

Fredrick R. Anderson

Daniel Bradlow

Melissa L. Hippler and  
John W. Butler

Paul Hagen

David B. Hunter and  
Margaret B. Bowman

David Mattingly

C. Harold Welch, Jr.

Contributor’s Circle  
($100 to $499):

David Alderson

Marcia M. and  
George T. Argyris

Bryan J. and  
Donna D. Arling

David Atkins

Charles Barnaby and 
Cynthia Birr

Melissa Brandt

Edith Brown Weiss

Carl Bruch

Hamilton Candee

John Dernback

Marjorie B. Donalds

Charles E. Di Leva

Dianne Dillon-Ridgley

David Downes

Robert J. and  
Judith R. Federico

Lucinda Eng Garcia

Kathryn Genovese

Robert J. and  
Elizabeth E. Genovese

Kathleen Grainger

Anthony Fouracre

William and  
Donna Hannay

Jack and Gina Hirsch

Stephanie Karsten

John and Richelle Koller

Susan Kopman

Lisa Landmeier

Antonio La Vina

Kathleen Levitt

Ruth Little

Robert L. Jennings, Jr.

Tiernan Mennen

Pauline Milius

Fanny K. Missfeldt-Ringius

James Nickel

Jill Nelson and Tom Bidell

Elissa Parker

Stephen and  
Penelope Porter

Katharine J Redford and 
Blessay Maung Maung

John C. Scagnelli

Ellen Siegler and 
Devereaux Barnes

Barbara Lee Shaw and 
Durwood J. Zaelke

Dale A. Sorensen

Roger A. Stoll

Scott Stone

Laura Tobin

Richard Tompkins

Baskut Tuncak

Kutay and Mine Tuncak

Martin Wagner

Jeffrey W. Wanha

C. Lawrence Wiser

Bella Sewall Wolitz

Tatiana R. Zaharchenko

Supporter’s Circle  
(up to $99):

Joseph and Ilene Block

Helga and William Butler

John Cobey

Barbara Cronin

Douglas and  
Natalie Danforth

James Ducker

Irene Elkin

Joseph Freedman

Irving and Whitney Fuller

Yulia Genin

Carol Giles-Straight

Archie Gress

David B. Hirsch

Beth and Bernard Johl

Timothy T. Jones

Amanda Kistler

Valerie Kistler

John Knox

Jonathan Lack

Stephen C. McCaffrey

Annise Maguire

Carol I. Moeller Costa

Lucienne Okeefe

Carolyn Parish

Stephen Powell

Cynthia R. Price

Colleen J. Rose

Susan Sheinfeld

Thomas Williamson

Combined Federal 
Campaign (CFC 
#10417) Contributors, 
Donation Amounts Not 
Disclosed:

Siitupe Coffins

Douglas Elliott

Stanley M. Foss

John B. Grosko

Douglas Harness

Chris Knight

Christina Kravitz

Joseph T. McGee

Alethia Rivers

Michael Saretsky

Glenn Terril

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS:

THANK YOU

PLEASE  

REMEMBER  

CIEL  

IN YOUR  

WILL, GIFTS,  

& ESTATE  

PLANNING
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ASSETS

Current Assets	
Cash & Cash Equivalents	  $743,816 
Foundation Pledges Receivables	 264,900 
Contracts Receivables	 64,841 
Miscellaneous Receivables	 12,122 
Prepaid Expenses	 11,952  

Total Current Assets	  $1,097,631  

Other Assets	
Property & Equipment, Net	  38,516 
Rental Security Deposits	  19,846 
Long-Term Investments	 15,412  

Total Assets	  $1,171,405 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS:	
Current Liabilities	
Accounts Payable	  $22,955 
Accrued Payroll & Benefits Payable	 26,657 
Deferred Contract Revenue	 24,084 
Deferred Lease Liability	 110,253  

Total Liabilities	  $183,949  

Net Assets	
Unrestricted Net Assets	  $270,406 
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets	 717,050  

Total Net Assets	  $987,456  

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $1,171,405 
	

Comparative Statement of Activities and  
Change in Net Assets	

REVENUE:	
Foundation Grants 	  $1,095,535 
Misc. Contracts	 790,322 
Salaries In-Kind	 130,561 
Misc. Contributions	 49,166 
Interest & Investment Income	 4,892 
Miscellaneous Income	 47,768  

Total Revenue	  $2,118,244 

EXPENSES:	
Program Services:	

Protecting the Global Environment & Human 
Health:	
Climate Change Program	  $593,169 
Chemicals Program	 365,968 
IPEN Secretariat & UNEP Mercury	 550,281 
Biodiversity & Wildlife Program	 509,264  

Reforming International Economic Law,  
Policy & Institutions:
International Financial Institutions Program	 275,659  

Promoting Human Rights and Environmental 
Justice:	
Human Rights Program	 179,208 
Law & Communities Program	 63,598  

Strengthening Expertise & Capacities in  
Environmental Law:
Miscellaneous Projects	 16,583  

Total Program Services	  $3,082,320 

Supporting Services:	
General & Administrative	  $72,829 
Fundraising	 125,697  

Total Expenses	  $2,752,256  

Changes in Net Assets	  $(634,012)

Beginning Net Assets	  $1,621,468  

Ending Net Assets	  $987,456 

FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2013		

CIEL’s audited financial statements and IRS Form 
990s are available on our website (CIEL.ORG)  
or upon request.

Auditors/Certified Public Accountants:

Halt Buzas & Powell, Ltd. 
1199 North Fairfax Street, 10th Floor 
Alexandria, Virginia  22314

Financial Statements
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Financial Statements
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#whatwillittake

CIEL COMMUNITY & ADVOCACY ONLINE

World Bank President Jim Kim has challenged the world with a new campaign: #whatwillittake to end poverty?  But it’s 
not just what you do; it’s how you do it.  As the World Bank undertakes a major review of its environmental and social 

standards, join us in asking President Kim, #whatwillittake for the World Bank to uphold human rights?

Join the conversation and take action online!

@ciel_tweets/ciel.org

WEB 
TOOLS 
We invite you to 
explore this new 
tool. See full story  
on page 7.

SUBSCRIBE 
CIEL’s e-newsletter delivers breaking news and action 
opportunities directly to your inbox.  
 
URGENT ACTIONS 
1,000+ people called on UN Special Rapporteur to 
protect indigenous and human rights threatened by a 
hydroelectric dam. See full story page 7.

Page 1: CIEL Communications Manager Amanda 
Kistler at the Forward on Climate Rally—the largest 
climate rally in US history, Washington, DC.  
Courtesy: Carroll Muffett

Page 2: ASOCHIVIDA meeting in Chichigalpa, 
Nicaragua. Courtesy: David Atkins

Page 3: CIEL Attorney Marcos Orellana at the 
Africa regional consultations on human rights and 
the environment at the First Global Session of the 
UN Environment Programme Governing Council in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Courtesy: Dan Magraw

Page 4: Muffett-Davis-Muffett family at the Forward 
on Climate Rally, Washington DC.  
Courtesy: Amanda Kistler

Page 5: River expedition, Loreto, Peruvian Amazon. 
Courtesy: Clinton Jenkins

Page 6: International verification delegation march 
to Pacific Rim’s mining operation in El Salvador. 
Courtesy: Amanda Kistler

Page 7: CIEL Attorney Kris Genovese 
and International Accountability Project 
Coordinator Emily Joiner at the launch of the 
BankOnHumanRights.org web tool in Washington, 
DC. Courtesy: Amanda Kistler

Weni Bagama, indigenous Ngäbe activist from Kiad 
community in western Panama.  
Courtesy: Elisabeth Romano 

Page 8: March to commemoration ceremony for one 
of the four massacres related to the construction of 
the World Bank-funded Chixoy hydroelectric dam in 
Rabinal, Guatemala.  
Courtesy: James Rodríguez / MiMundo.org

Demonstration against mountaintop removal coal 
mining in Washington, DC. Courtesy: Amanda Kistler

Page 9: Palm oil harvest in the Aguán Valley, 
Honduras, where more than 100 local farmers have 
been killed related to the conflict surrounding the 
World Bank Group-supported Dinant palm oil 
project. Courtesy: Jesse Freeston / jessefreeston.com

Page 10: North Carolina State University researcher 
Clinton Jenkins poses near an example of what 
illegal logging looks like in Loreto, Peru.  
Courtesy: Matt Finer

Page 11: Colombian páramo.  
Courtesy: somoslarevista.com

CIEL team at Senate hearing on US-EU trade 
agreement negotiations. Courtesy: Amanda Kistler

Page 12: Donald Cortez. Courtesy: David Atkins

Page 13: Barbara Lee Shaw.  
Courtesy: Durwood Zaelke

John E. Scanlon. Courtesy: CITES

Page 14: CIEL Board of Directors.  
Courtesy: Amanda Kistler

Page 15: CIEL Senior Attorney Jocelyn Medallo and 
CIEL 2013 summer intern outing.  
Courtesy: Amanda Kistler

Page 16: Big Basin Redwoods State Park, California. 
Courtesy: Amanda Kistler

Page 20: Black Skimmers, Lima, Peru.  
Courtesy: Clinton Jenkins

Page 21: Courtesy: Carroll Muffett

Back Cover: Tabasará River, Western Panama. 
Courtesy: Elisabeth Romano
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FUTURE
Looking Forward

As this report documents, the past year has been marked both by the emergence of new threats and by new momentum 
and breakthroughs in responding to existing threats. Both greenhouse emissions and climate impacts continue to grow 
even as science demonstrates that the thresholds for truly catastrophic and irreversible change are far lower—and 
closer—than was long believed. It is at precisely these moments when we have to work hardest and fastest to seize the 
momentum for real change. 

A year into implementing our Strategic Plan, Changing the World in a Changing World: Legal pathways to systemic 
transformation, we are better positioned to lead these efforts than ever before. We have made important progress 
in empowering communities, strengthening international law, pushing for higher standards for international financial 
institutions, and holding corporations accountable. Our successes of the past year, like the Early Warning System, lay 
the foundation to grow a global movement around human rights and development finance. Our work has helped build 
regional support for Principle 10 and access rights across Latin America and the Caribbean.  And we have helped create 
the legal groundwork for a climate justice movement of enormous potential. In the year ahead we’ll work with partners 
around the world—lawyers, scientists, financial experts, activists, community leaders—to equip the climate justice 
movement with new legal tools to accelerate action on climate change; build international support for a new global and 
comprehensive approach to chemical risks; and protect forests and forest communities from the threats of illegal logging 
and unsustainable land-clearing. 

The challenges before us are profound and evolving. Yet experiences of the past year have demonstrated that real 
movement is possible. Now it lies with all of us—CIEL, our partners, supporters like you—to build on this momentum, 
seize the opportunities we’ve created, and leverage them for more rapid and systemic change. 
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INVEST IN OUR FUTURE

We’re on the ground working with communities.  We’re inside international negotiations and in front of decisionmakers 
advocating for new and better policies.  As attorneys, researchers, activists, advisors, and change-makers, we’re constantly 
adjusting to the emerging needs of this dynamic planet and its people. We’re at the forefront of environmental law and it 
is here, in the vanguard of this movement, that we can be the change we want to see. 

You are instrumental to that change and to making breakthroughs possible. Your dedicated support in helping us raise 
awareness, amplifying our voice with policymakers, and giving generous financial support allow us to continue advocating 
to protect human rights and the environment and to hold corporations, financial actors, and governments accountable 
when these rights are violated. We couldn’t do it without you.

In the months ahead, CIEL needs your support to keep the momentum of the last year going. Help us reach across 
cultural divides and across international borders to create change for local actors and at the highest levels. Help us reach 
vulnerable communities and defend our right to a healthy planet where impacts of resource extraction and climate 
change are most severe. 

It is through your generosity that we are able to use the power of law to protect the environment, promote human 
rights, and ensure a just and sustainable world. 

Your gift to CIEL is an investment in creating that world. 

To make a gift online visit: http://www.ciel.org/Giving2013.html or you can send your gift to 1350 Connecticut Ave NW, 
Suite 1100, Washington DC 20036. If you’d like to know more about the impact of your donation please call Kevin Parker 
at 202-742-5829 or email kparker@ciel.org.

FUTURE
Looking Forward

SUPPORT
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CIEL  (Headquarters) 
1350 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Suite #1100
Washington, DC 20036 USA
 
Phone:  1-202-785-8700  
Fax:  1-202-785-8701 
Email: info@ciel.org

CIEL  (Geneva Office) 
15 rue des Savoises, 
1205  Geneva, 
Switzerland 

 Phone:  41-22-789-0500 
 Fax:  41-22-789-0739
 Email: geneva@ciel.org

www.ciel.org
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