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Our Mission

Our StrategyOur Strategy

Key Result AreasKey Result Areas
Reducing Toxic RisksReducing Toxic Risks
Accelerating the Transition Away from Fossil FuelsAccelerating the Transition Away from Fossil Fuels
Protecting Forests & Intact EcosystemsProtecting Forests & Intact Ecosystems
Making Trade Safer for People and EnvironmentMaking Trade Safer for People and Environment
Ensuring Human Rights Drive DevelopmentEnsuring Human Rights Drive Development
Exposing the Hidden Costs of a Plastic PlanetExposing the Hidden Costs of a Plastic Planet
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Since 1989, CIEL has used the power of law to protect the environment, 
promote human rights, and ensure a just and sustainable society.

Promoting Environmental DemocracyPromoting Environmental Democracy
Strengthening environmental democracy — the rights to information, participation, Strengthening environmental democracy — the rights to information, participation, 
and justice — ensures that people have a meaningful say in environmental decisions and justice — ensures that people have a meaningful say in environmental decisions 
that affect them and effective ways to protect their rights. that affect them and effective ways to protect their rights. 

Counter-Balancing Corporate PowerCounter-Balancing Corporate Power
By counter-balancing corporate power and finding new ways to hold corporations By counter-balancing corporate power and finding new ways to hold corporations 
accountable for human rights and environmental harms, we change the incentives accountable for human rights and environmental harms, we change the incentives 
that lead to bad behavior and move us toward a more just and sustainable society.that lead to bad behavior and move us toward a more just and sustainable society.

Ensuring Finance Serves People and the PlanetEnsuring Finance Serves People and the Planet
Confronting problems at their financial source and redirecting the money away from Confronting problems at their financial source and redirecting the money away from 
harmful investments and towards more positive outcomes for all is a critical way to harmful investments and towards more positive outcomes for all is a critical way to 
effect change more rapidly than through policy alone.effect change more rapidly than through policy alone.

Strengthening International Environmental and Human Rights LawStrengthening International Environmental and Human Rights Law
Global challenges demand global solutions. To address them, we must ensure that Global challenges demand global solutions. To address them, we must ensure that 
international law is effective: responding to existing needs, continually adapting to international law is effective: responding to existing needs, continually adapting to 
changing realities, and above all, leading to real changes in policy, human behavior, changing realities, and above all, leading to real changes in policy, human behavior, 
and environmental outcomes.and environmental outcomes.
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But recent years show us that this statement is incom-
plete. The arc of history does not simply bend of its own 
accord. Every shift in that arc is the result of active,  
unrelenting effort by people like us — like you. The arc 
of history can be bent, but only when we are working 
to bend it. And that work never stops. The moment it 
does, we risk sliding backward.

Recent years have shown us that the progress we have 
made can be undone if we become complacent, if we 
slow down, or if we treat milestones merely as laurels 
— rather than as anchors for the next bend, and the one 
after that.

We face a moment of converging and accelerating 
planetary crises, with an endless succession of record- 
breaking climate disasters, biodiversity collapse, and 
toxic pollution impacting every corner of the world. 
We face this moment against the backdrop of real or  
potential democratic rollbacks in countries around the 
world, even in places where democracy was long taken 
for granted. And so, we keep working. We keep bending, 
and defending against efforts to pull us backward.

The stories that we share in this Annual Report reflect 
how we are bending the arc. They reflect the years, and 
sometimes decades, of sustained effort. In the past year, 
we celebrated extraordinary milestones. We contributed 

Presidentˇs 
Letter

to moments of profound power. And we witnessed again 
and again that change is not only possible and essential, 
it is inevitable if we continue our course. This progress 
is possible — and increasingly inevitable — because 
more and more movements around the world are acting  
together, recognizing and aligning their shared causes, 
amplifying leaders on the front lines and fence lines, and 
more importantly, following their leadership. Prioritiz-
ing justice is crucial for true shared progress, and it is 
the only way we transform the systems across which the 
arc of history is traced.

Importantly, after two decades during which the world 
was turning its back on international solutions, we are 
witnessing a resurgence in the importance of interna-
tional law and the need for international governance. 
Whether it is securing the right to a healthy environ-
ment or drafting a new global treaty to end plastic  
pollution, launching principles to safeguard the rights 
of future generations, or building momentum for a  
fossil fuel non-proliferation treaty, we understand that  
human rights and environmental crises cannot be solved 
within national borders. It is now clearer than ever that 
international law and governance play a vital role in 
confronting the intersecting planetary crises we face. 
Equally clear is that the law itself is one of the systems 
we must transform to do so.

The stories in this report are only snapshots of those 
moments and milestones. The work of bending history 
towards justice goes on; it never stops. It needs you, just 
like it needs all of us. 

Carroll Muffet
President & CEO

For most of my life — and 
all of my career — I have 
held firm to the belief 
that the arc of history 
bends towards justice.

                      © CIEL
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My board colleagues hold a wide range of environ-
mental and human rights expertise and experiences, 
but every one of us has a passion for the mission and 
vision that CIEL brings to the most challenging issues 
facing communities and organizations. From hands-on, 
ground-level fenceline and frontline activists to Indig-
enous leaders, environmental justice elders, academi-
cians, policy framers, authors, and even a former prime 
minister and Nobel Laureate, our historic advisory 
board members have invested our zest and resources to 
guarantee that CIEL thrives.
 
I was recently looking through CIEL’s 2010 Annu-
al Report. It was a year of milestones. We celebrated 
CIEL’s first twenty years. Daniel Magraw, who in 1989 
was CIEL’s very first individual donor, completed his 
eight-year tenure as CIEL’s leader and Carroll Muffett, 
himself a former CIEL intern, had just become Presi-
dent and CEO. In the ensuing thirteen years, Carroll’s 
leadership can be measured in impact, innovation, and  
excellence — and in growth. Our impact is praised 
and recognized, but most importantly, we have made a  
difference in people’s lives.

Chair of the 
Board’s Letter

It is sobering to realize that I have been on the board 
for over twenty years (while still complying with term- 
limits!). But then, our work and the relationships we 
foster are a lifelong commitment. I call CIEL a “sticky” 
place; through the decades, interns, staff, and board 
have returned to CIEL — both directly in different roles 
and positions, as well as indirectly as we continue to 
cross paths, collaborate, and build a more just future 
within the international spaces where we work togeth-
er. In this way, CIEL is building a kind of global family, 
with its seeds of impact spreading roots and growing 
branches to advance environmental justice and human 
rights around the world.
 
I believe that we at CIEL are the 21st century midwives 
to a sustainable future. We will and must build on the 
thirty-year victory of the right to a healthy environment 
and our role in its delivery. Join us as we ensure that the 
next thirty-five years are as rewarding and high-impact 
as these first thirty-five have been.
 
Thank you for the honor and privilege to (twice) help 
steer and serve our future as Chair.

Dianne Dillon Ridgely
Chair, Board of Trustees

In this Chair letter, I am 
delighted to highlight the 
volunteer side of CIEL.

                                               ©
 Catham House , W

ikipedia Commons - CC BY 2.0
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Bending the 
Arc of History
The Right to a Healthy Environment 
& the Rights of Future Generations

                        © hectorchristiaen - stock.adobe.com
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In July, the United Nations awarded its highest human 
rights prize to the Global Coalition of civil society orga-
nizations, Indigenous Peoples, social movements, and 
local communities that led the successful campaign 
for “the universal recognition of the right to a clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment.” The prize is the 
culmination of decades of movement building, legal 
advocacy, and policy diplomacy that CIEL has fostered,  
supported, and when necessary, coordinated. Given 
once every five years, this award recognizes the coali-
tion’s vital role in securing the UN General Assembly’s 
universal recognition of the right to a healthy envi-
ronment in 2022. This is the first time the prize was 
awarded to a global coalition.

The historic recognition of this right is already inform-
ing legal precedent and advancing accountability 
around the globe. It is informing advisory proceedings 
of the International Tribunal on the Law of the Sea, 
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the 
International Court of Justice that will guide decision 
making; drive accountability; and support people, com-
munities, and movements demanding their rights to a 
safe climate and a livable future. And it is a touchtone 
for integrating human rights into the global plastics 
treaty negotiations. 

In a moment of serendipity, we learned of the UN 
Human Rights Prize just days before the public launch 
of the Maastricht Principles on the rights of future gen-
erations. At the heart of these Principles is the recog-
nition that protecting the rights of future generations 
means simply according to those who will follow us 
the same human rights that each of us already enjoy. 
It means recognizing that we must avoid discrimina-
tion not only within generations, but across them, and 
safeguarding against that discrimination in the deci-
sions and actions we take today. This critical conceptual 
breakthrough has opened the door to a growing commu-
nity of experts and practitioners who are embracing the 
Principles as a legal tool to advance their work. 

The development of the Principles themselves, like the 
recognition of the right to a healthy environment before 
them, demanded years of painstaking groundwork — 
including research, consultations, and synthesis — that 
drew on the expertise and experience of more than 200 
human rights and legal experts, social movement rep-
resentatives, and regional convenings. In the short time 
since their release, the Principles have been incorpo-
rated into amicus briefs for lawsuits and legal bodies, 
and welcomed by governments, human rights organi-
zations, and human rights mandate holders. The Prin-
ciples have also been highlighted as a critical input for 
the UN’s upcoming Summit for the Future, which aims 
to create a process to define and protect the rights of 
future generations. 

The Principles are significant not only for what they 
have accomplished in their first few months, but for 
what they reflect: the next step toward developing a 
more holistic legal system that acknowledges — as  
cultures and peoples around the world have long done 
— the profound interconnections between humans and 
the environment. They recognize that we only have one 
Earth to live on, and that we must live within its limits 
if we are to survive and thrive as a species. 

Running throughout the Maastricht Principles on the 
rights of future generations is the recognition of the 
rights of Indigenous Peoples, the need to address intra-
generational justice as a step to address intergenerational 
justice, and the importance of integrating progress from 
other areas of law, including the rights of nature. For that 
reason, the Maastricht Principles, alongside the right to 
a healthy environment, are helping lay foundations for 
the legal change that we seek — not just over the next few 
years, but for the coming decades. Because thinking on 
those timelines is how we change history.

                        © hectorchristiaen - stock.adobe.com
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If big polluters refuse to face 
up to the facts that fossil fuels 
are today’s weapons of mass 
destruction, and to urgently step 
up their actions to phase out all 
oil, gas, and coal — without 
loopholes or limitations — then 
they better lawyer up. They will 
be called to account not just in 
the court of public opinion, but 
in the courts of law.
- Nikki Reisch

“
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If we are to keep global temperature rise below 1.5°C and 
avoid the most catastrophic impacts of climate change, 
by 2030 we must cut emissions in half - and eliminate 
them entirely by 2050. 

How we define a problem determines how we identify its 
solutions. From its inception, the international climate 
negotiating platform — the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) — failed to acknowledge 
fossil fuels as the primary driver of the climate crisis. 
That glaring omission was no accident: Those profiting 
from business-as-usual have actively influenced the nar-
rative, obscured facts, and manipulated information to 
perpetuate our reliance on fossil fuels. 

At the latest global climate talks in Egypt (COP27), 
CIEL and our partners succeeded in putting fossil 
fuels squarely on the agenda of the UNFCCC. But the 
fossil fuel industry has a new ploy to deflect attention 

from the urgent need to phase out oil, gas, and coal: 
“net zero.” Under the guise of carbon offsets, carbon 
capture, and geoengineering technologies, net zero 
creates a misleading diversion and promotes a danger-
ous distraction. It suggests that, instead of reducing  
emissions outright by stopping them at their source, we 
can manipulate the math.

The science is clear: We must cut global emissions in 
half by 2030. Carbon offsets and carbon removal tech-
nologies cannot replace real emissions reductions. 
Net zero greenwashing delays crucial climate action 
and places a burden on communities already bearing 
the brunt of the climate crisis. Last year, CIEL and  
partners helped secure key recommendations from a 
UN High-Level Expert Group, which aff irmed that 
real zero emissions requires commitments to phase out 
and discontinue support for ALL fossil fuels — coal, 
oil, and gas. 

Climate Justice Demands    Ambitious Climate Action

Advancing Real Solutions 
Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty 
Fossil Fuel Divestment 
No New Oil and Gas Projects 
Protect the Ocean from Oil and Gas
Avoiding Dangerous Distractions 
Carbon Capture and Storage 
Solar Radiation Management 
Net Zero Greenwashing 
Offsets and Carbon Markets



This year, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) released its latest report, synthesizing 
the best available science on climate change gathered 
from its six prior reports published since 2014. The 6th 
Assessment Report warns that exceeding 1.5°C warming 
(“overshoot”) would have dangerous and irreversible 
consequences. It reinforces the fact that every fraction 
of a degree matters to avoid climate “tipping points” 
and self-reinforcing feedback loops, such as permafrost 
thawing and the collapse of forest ecosystems. What is 
undeniably evident is that we are not doing enough to 
avoid a 1.5°C overshoot. We urgently require substantial 
emission reductions across all sectors, starting with an 
immediate phaseout of coal, oil, and gas. 

CIEL’s team dedicated a week in Interlaken, Switzer-
land, engaging with representatives of the IPCC’s 195 

Fostering Science-Driven Climate Action
member governments and the scientists who drafted 
the Synthesis Report as they reached consensus on every 
aspect of the final text of its Summary for Policymak-
ers — a document intended to guide political action. 
CIEL and partners engaged with delegates to ensure 
that political pressure did not compromise the scientific 
integrity of the IPCC’s reports. Their objective was to 
ensure the report’s focus remain rooted in human rights-
based approaches and real solutions, not speculative,  
dangerous, and mostly ineffective technofixes like carbon 
capture, carbon removal, and solar geoengineering.

CIEL’s work around the IPCC secured significant media 
coverage, ensuring that journalists, policymakers, and 
the public understand the science, focus on immediate 
solutions and a rapid fossil fuel phaseout, and are not 
distracted by dangerous false solutions. 

             © IzzetNoyan - stock.adobe.com
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© Friends of the Earth, Flickr - CC BY 2.0

      © Molly Adams, Flickr - CC BY 2.0
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Fossil fuel investors have used the ECT to sue States 
over their climate measures, claiming a right to sub-
stantial economic compensation for alleged expenses or 
investment losses. Unless States curb investor access to 
arbitration in such “secret courts,” this trend is likely to 
intensify in the coming years as governments must take 
unprecedented steps to address the climate crisis. States 
could be squeezed from both sides: sued by communities 
for their climate inaction with ever greater frequency, 
and sued by investors under ISDS if and when they do 
act to phase out the fossil fuel drivers of the climate crisis 
and accelerate the energy transition.

CIEL has long worked to dismantle ISDS and ensure 
that the perspectives of communities inform ongoing 
arbitration. This year, CIEL worked tirelessly to educate 
European decision makers about the dangers of ISDS 
in the ECT, demonstrating how the treaty under-
mines effective climate action and is fundamentally 
incompatible with EU law. In an unprecedented win, 
the European Commission proposed a coordinated  
withdrawal of the EU and all of its Member States from 
the ECT. Now, we are leveraging this momentum for 
other States and clearing the way for effective climate 
action around the world.

Removing Legal Barriers to 
Ambitious Climate Action

The Energy Charter Treaty 
(ECT) is an outdated 
investment agreement 
originally created to enable 
energy sector cooperation 
after the Cold War. However, 
today, its inclusion of 
investor-State dispute 
settlement (ISDS) is an 
obstacle to necessary 
climate action.

©
 Friends of the Earth, Flickr - CC BY 2.0

© Friends of the Earth, Flickr - CC BY 2.0



             © Whitney Gravelle, Bay Mills Indian Community

Stopping Two
Emblematic Oil Pipelines
At a time when fossil fuel phaseout is paramount, oil and gas 
pipelines exacerbate the climate crisis and directly 
threaten local communities and ecosystems. CIEL supports 
local partners to defend their rights, develops legal 
strategies to hold companies accountable, and works to 
stop money from flowing into polluting projects. 
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In Anishinaabe territories surrounding the Great Lakes, 
a seventy-year-old pipeline carries oil and gas originating 
in Canada through Wisconsin, Michigan, and Ontario. 
Owned and operated by Enbridge, Line 5 was original-
ly designed to last only fifty years. Its operation in the 
Great Lakes region has resulted in more than  thirty doc-
umented spills to date, releasing an estimated 1.1 million  
gallons of petroleum into the environment. 
 
Indigenous communities have long demanded the shut-
down of Line 5. Every day that this pipeline remains  
operational increases the likelihood of further cata-
strophic oil spills, endangering Indigenous territories 
and cultures, the Great Lakes, and other essential sourc-
es of freshwater. While a US court has found that Line 
5 is trespassing on Indigenous land — and Michigan’s 
governor revoked the company’s permission to run the  
pipeline — Canada continues to support its operation. 

CIEL has been working with partners and affected  
Indigenous communities to demonstrate that Can-
ada’s support for the Line 5 pipeline violates Indige-
nous Peoples’ territorial sovereignty and their right to a 
healthy environment, among other rights. With CIEL’s  
assistance, they secured a strong recommendation 
from the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues,  
urging Canada and the US to uphold their human rights  
obligations and decommission Line 5. This recommen-
dation was echoed by the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
rights of Indigenous Peoples, who also pointed out that 
Canada's efforts to extend the operation of the Line 5 
oil pipeline contradicts its international commitment to 
phase out fossil fuels to mitigate climate change.

The proposed East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) 
has already harmed local populations through physical 
and economic displacement. If constructed, it would per-
manently deprive thousands of families of their lands and 
livelihoods, jeopardize water sources, and endanger pro-
tected habitats from Uganda to Tanzania. It would also 
generate millions of tons of greenhouse gas emissions.

In Uganda and Tanzania, 
oil companies are rushing 
to construct a new 1,400- 
kilometer heated oil pipeline 
— the world’s longest — 
through Eastern Africa.

Defending the 
Defenders Confronting 
the East Africa Crude 
Oil Pipeline

Protecting Indigenous 
Sovereignty Against Line 5

Together with local partners like the African Institute 
for Energy Governance (AFIEGO) and the global co-
alition to #StopEACOP, CIEL is amplifying concerns 
about the project’s impacts with UN human rights 
bodies, increasing international attention to human 
rights violations, environmental damages, and climate 
threats. This coalition is also pressuring financiers not 
to bankroll the destructive development. The global 
campaign has exposed the legal and financial risks 
of investing in EACOP, prompting over twenty-seven  
major banks and twenty-four insurers to rule out sup-
port for the project. 

Amidst escalating retaliation against environmental 
and human rights defenders, including intimidation 
and criminalization, CIEL has provided rapid response 
communications to raise awareness of breaking devel-
opments, alert members of the diplomatic corps, and 
ensure safety for individuals under attack. 

                                                                                                              © Friends of the Earth, Flickr - CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
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Tackling the Roots 
of the Fossil Economy
Evolving Challenges, Evolving CIEL

Just as the burning of fossil fuels for energy and transport accelerates the climate crisis, the use of oil and gas 
feedstocks in plastics, fertilizers, and other petrochemicals threatens human rights and ecosystems around 
the world while accelerating the climate emergency. To meet this challenge, CIEL opened a new program  
dedicated to uprooting the fossil economy. This new program works to transform the fossil economy by fighting 
the expansion of petrochemical production, confronting the overuse of plastics, synthetic fertilizers and pesticides  
(agrochemicals), and exposing false solutions like carbon capture and storage, carbon dioxide removal, and other 
geoengineering approaches.

By tackling the shared threats 
of fossil fuels, plastics, and 
agrochemicals, and by unmasking 
the speculative nature of 
unproven technofixes, we are 
accelerating the implementation 
of real solutions to the triple 
planetary crises of climate 
change, biodiversity collapse, 
and toxic pollution. 
- Lili Fuhr

“



Exposing Fossil-Fueled Agriculture

Stopping Petrochemical Expansion

CIEL’s research exposed that synthetic fertilizers and 
pesticides are derived from fossil fuels. Yet, their role 
in driving the climate crisis has largely gone unnoticed. 
Agrochemicals not only create significant greenhouse 
gas emissions, but also pose considerable risks to human 
health, wildlife, and the environment through the food 
we eat, soil runoff, and intentionally added microplastics 
in seeds, pesticides, and fertilizers.

Addressing this issue directly is crucial: The produc-
tion and use of fertilizers currently contributes more 
to the climate crisis than commercial aviation, and 
this contribution is projected to grow another 50 per-
cent by 2050. At a time of surging fossil fuel, fertilizer, 

On February 3, 2023, a massive smoke plume darkened 
the sky when a Norfolk Southern train derailed near 
East Palestine, Ohio, spilling some of its toxic contents 
— including carcinogenic vinyl chloride — which were 
then intentionally set aflame. People living as far away 
as western Pennsylvania reported chemical smells and 
health issues. As the toxins spread into the land, air, 
and water, local residents had to fight for environmen-
tal monitoring, and officials are still only beginning to 
understand the impacts of this disaster. 

The East Palestine disaster is not an isolated incident 
— it is one of dozens of such major occurrences so far 
in 2023. According to some estimates, the US is cur-
rently averaging a “chemical accident” in production 
and transportation every two days. Petrochemicals 
are largely made from fossil fuels, and they serve as 

and food prices — against the backdrop of escalating 
climate, biodiversity, and pollution crises — the case 
for transitioning away from fossil fertilizers and fossil  
fuels altogether has never been clearer.

CIEL is helping to build an integrated global movement 
to confront the intersecting risks of fossil fuels and ag-
rochemicals. This work includes filling specific research 
and knowledge gaps; facilitating connections and educa-
tion to develop cross-movement strategies; crafting legal 
analyses, arguments, and campaigns; and raising media 
awareness about the links between agrochemicals and 
fossil fuels.

©
 CIEL

the building blocks of many products, like plastics,  
pesticides, and fertilizers. In the US alone, there are 
plans for the construction of more than 120 new pet-
rochemical plants, predominantly near communities 
of color and economically disadvantaged areas, par-
ticularly in the Gulf Coast and Appalachia. CIEL is 
proudly partnering to stop this buildout with groups 
like Beyond Petrochemicals, the People Over Petro and  
Permian Gulf Coast Coalitions, and the Break Free 
From Plastic movement. 

We are also working to connect the dots to reveal a full 
picture of the harms to frontline communities. Together, 
we are exposing the human and environmental impacts 
of industrial addition to petrochemicals — especially 
how risky and toxic they are. Our campaigners are also  
building tools and resources with frontline communities 
to protect their rights and futures by halting this planned 
expansion in its tracks.

©
 C

IE
L
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Exposing the Risks 
of Carbon Capture 
and Storage

Promoting a deceptive narrative that greenhouse 
gas emissions can simply be filtered, piped, and then  
injected underground — known as carbon capture 
and storage (CCS) — this buildout across the Gulf 
South threatens to worsen environmental racism and  
increase the toxic burden on communities. This per-
petuates a generations-old pattern: The fossil economy 
in Louisiana is deeply connected to the old plantation 
economy, vestiges of which still plague today’s poli-
cies and investments. Indeed, the buildout is primarily 
planned in close proximity to Black communities de-

scended from people previously enslaved, often situated 
on or near ancestral burial grounds.

CIEL works with local communities and partners 
to build the analysis, research, and legal strategies  
deployed to defend communities against the plastics 
and chemicals buildout. Our reports, factsheets, and 
press releases have been used by local partners in the 
Louisiana Against False Solutions coalition in their  
efforts to resist carbon pipelines and injection wells in 
their communities — and anywhere. CIEL has partnered 
with local advocates to build grassroots power for com-
munity meetings, journalists’ workshops on the risks of 
CCS, meetings with local elected officials to advocate 
against carbon expansion, and the submission of public  
comments to regulators. 

This year, CIEL facilitated the submission of over 
20,000 public comments to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to prevent Louisiana from fast-tracking 
CCS permits. Not only did we expand understanding 
of the dangers and risks of carbon pipelines and wells, 
but Louisiana's application to control carbon dioxide 
waste injection is currently delayed by nearly a year. 
This progress came on the heels of the nullification of 
permits for the Formosa Plastics Group in September 
2022 after a lawsuit brought by one of CIEL’s partners, 
which halted construction of its planned plastics and 
petrochemical complex in St. James Parish, Louisiana. 

Advancing Environmental 
Justice in Louisiana

©
 Becker1999 - CC BY 2.0

In the humid bayous of 
Louisiana, where cypress 
trees sway and brown 
pelicans fly, amid the aromas 
of gumbo and the rhythm 
of jazz, people are facing 
increased toxic emissions 
required for the production 
of even more petrochemicals 
and plastics. 

© CIEL
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CIEL and a global coalition of partners are working 
to ensure there is robust, international governance to 
restrict these dangerous technofixes. Ranging from 
ineffective and untested to profoundly dangerous and 
potentially catastrophic, geoengineering threatens 

Avoiding Dangerous 
Climate Technofixes

people, Indigenous rights, wildlife, ecosystems, the 
global climate, and peace. Worryingly, calls for research 
into and governance of solar geoengineering are already 
diverting attention away from real solutions. 

After a private, US-based start-up began unauthorized 
experimental solar geoengineering flights in Mexico this 
year, CIEL and partners from the Hands Off Mother 
Earth alliance raised the alarm in the media. The Mexican  
government then announced it would ban solar geoen-
gineering experiments and deployment on its national 
territory. This step is supported by a de-facto global  
moratorium in place at the UN Convention on Biolog-
ical Diversity (CBD) since 2010. CIEL supports the 
call from leading academics for a solar geoengineer-
ing non-use agreement that would forbid governments 
from financing the dangerous development of solar  
geoengineering technologies with public funds, and ban 
all outdoor experiments, patenting, and deployment. 

Article 6 of the Paris Agreement establishes a car-
bon market mechanism, among other approaches, for 
countries to cooperate to reach their climate goals. 
Carbon markets are trading systems where credits  
issued for greenhouse gas emissions reduced or avoided 
in one place can be bought or sold to “offset” ongoing 

Curtailing Carbon Markets
emissions elsewhere. Such schemes enable widespread 
greenwashing through mathematical manipulation, 
allowing countries and companies to claim to be  
mitigating their climate impacts by paying for another’s 
climate actions, without genuinely reducing their own 
emissions. But the concept of offsets rests on a false 
premise that all tons of carbon are equal, and that we 
can trade reductions ‘here’ for emissions ‘there,’ when 
what we truly need is transformation everywhere.

Since the adoption of the Paris Agreement, CIEL has 
worked to ensure that Article 6 does not undermine 
real, necessary, human rights-compatible climate  
action. With partners, CIEL has educated negotiators 
on the flaws in carbon trading schemes, the growing 
credibility crisis plaguing carbon credits, and their  
history of harming people and ecosystems, as in the 
case of the Alto Maipo and Barro Blanco hydroelec-
tric projects in Chile and Panama, respectively. In a 
significant win this year, Parties at COP27 rejected an  
initial proposal to include carbon “removals” in the carbon  
market, which could open the door to dangerous  
technological interventions, like geoengineering, jeop-
ardizing climate action and human rights.

©
 CIEL

As the climate emergency 
intensifies, geoengineering 
technologies are increasingly 
being promoted as necessary 
to supplement mitigation to 
counteract some of the worst 
effects of climate change.
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CIEL works to protect oceans, marine ecosystems, and 
local communities from the impacts of offshore oil and 
gas activities. The increasing presence of offshore oil 
and gas operations, including coastal infrastructure and 
deepwater drilling, subsea pipelines, massive tankers, 
and widespread waste disposal, is putting more pressure 
on the world’s already-stressed oceans. 

Oceans are the final frontier of the global campaign 
to “Keep It In the Ground.” As the risks associated 
with fossil fuel extraction become ever more apparent, 
and as resistance from frontline communities on land 
grows, oil and gas companies are increasingly moving 
their operations to deeper and more remote waters. To 
have any chance of keeping global temperature increase 
below 1.5°C, all expansion of oil and gas extraction 
must cease immediately. 

Offshore oil and gas operations are dangerous and  
diff icult to monitor and manage. A single offshore 
project can put multiple countries, communities, and 
ecosystems at risk throughout its life cycle — from 
exploration and drilling to transport and waste dis-
posal. The dangers of offshore activity extend beyond 

Making Oceans Off-Limits 
for Oil and Gas

leaks and blowouts. Everyday operations cause lasting 
harm through routine contamination and disturbances 
to habitats and livelihoods. These adverse impacts pose 
a heightened threat in areas with limited capacity to 
oversee activities or respond to incidents. 

In addition to oil and gas extraction in the oceans, 
companies are now setting their sights on the seabed 
as a place to stash their carbon dioxide waste, based 
on the flawed premise that we can continue using 
fossil fuels indefinitely if we just “manage” their emis-
sions. Offshore CCS — injecting carbon dioxide under 
the seabed — is being pushed at a never-before-seen 
scale, yet it presents uncalculated risks and untested  
monitoring challenges.

By bringing together communities engaged in the fight 
against offshore oil and gas expansion in their respective 
corners of the globe, CIEL connects movements, devel-
ops shared legal strategies, facilitates cross-regional 
knowledge exchange, and builds collective campaigns 
to amplify individual efforts. Together with partners 
around the world, we seek to make oceans everywhere 
off-limits to oil and gas activities.

Where we are building power to confront 
offshore oil and gas expansion:

Northeastern South America
Gulf of Mexico

Western and Southern Africa
Caribbean

              
                

          © Michael Flippo - stock.adobe.com

              
                

         © Mídia NINJA, Flickr - CC BY-NC 2.0
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From massive wildfires in Canada and devastating 
floods in Pakistan, to persistent drought in the Horn of 
Africa and intense heat in Asia and Europe, the climate 
crisis is already taking a deadly and costly toll. Unfor-
tunately, the countries and communities that have done 
the very least to contribute to global temperature rise 
are the ones facing the most serious impacts on their 
rights, lives, and livelihoods.

As the impacts of the climate crisis accelerate, States 
and businesses have human rights obligations to pro-
vide reparation and remedy to the communities most 
affected. Led by small island States, COP27 made his-
toric progress by establishing the Loss and Damage 
Fund. This fund is designed to provide financial assis-
tance to nations most vulnerable to and impacted by the 
effects of the climate crisis.

Now, countries are discussing how the fund will oper-
ate. Drawing on decades-long efforts to push financial 
institutions to deliver meaningful remedy for harms to 
which they contribute, CIEL is working to integrate en-
vironmental democracy into this new fund. This entails 
ensuring that the fund respects, promotes, and protects 
human rights and embeds the principles of environmen-
tal democracy (including access to information, partic-
ipation, and remedy) within its governance structure. 
Doing so will ensure civil society, Indigenous Peoples, 
fenceline and frontline communities, and marginalized 
groups (such as women, persons living with disabilities, 
and youth) can actively participate at every stage of the 
negotiation, design, and implementation of the Loss and 
Damage Fund. 

Drawing inspiration from the International Campaign 
to Ban Landmines — which spurred 164 nations to 
sign an international treaty banning the production, 
use, and stockpiling of landmines — and the Trea-
ty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, the Fossil 
Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty Initiative seeks to foster  
international cooperation. Its goal is to halt the ex-
pansion of oil, gas, and coal, phase out their existing  
production, and accelerate a fair and equitable transi-
tion to a fossil-free future. CIEL is a founding member 

Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Gains Momentum

and serves on the steering committee for the treaty. This  
initiative has gained tremendous support worldwide 
from a growing number of governments, parliamen-
tarians, health professionals, Nobel Laureates, civ-
il society organizations, and individuals. They all  
recognize the urgency of ending the fossil fuel era rap-
idly and equitably, while ensuring the well-being of 
workers, communities, and countries that rely on fossil 
fuels to create secure and healthy livelihoods.

Funding for Climate Loss and Damage
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A Treaty to End 
Plastic Pollution
Global problems 
demand global solutions
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In 2022, the UN adopted a mandate to negotiate a 
global plastics treaty “to end plastic pollution.” This 
achievement reflects the tremendous work by CIEL and 
Break Free From Plastic movement partners to broaden 
our understanding of the plastics crisis from marine 
litter to the entire polluting footprint of plastic produc-
tion, use, and disposal. 

The timeline for these negotiations is ambitious, and so 
are our goals for country advocacy and the treaty’s out-
comes. The plan is to finalize the entire agreement  by 
the end of 2024, with signature and adoption in 2025. 
CIEL participated in the first two negotiating sessions 
this year in Uruguay and France, where we engaged with 
country delegates, provided innovative policy research 
and technical and legal analysis, ensured effective par-

When CIEL and partners 
began advocating for a 
global plastics treaty in 
2016, many thought it was 
ambitious — too ambitious, 
even impossible.

© IISD/ENB - Mike Muzurakis

ticipation for civil society, and coordinated a power-
ful cross-constituency coalition to counter-balance the 
influence of industry. 

One early fight was ensuring the negotiation process is 
transparent, participatory, and inclusive. The second 
fight was defending against a few countries seeking 
to reopen an earlier decision to demand full consen-
sus decision making, which would effectively give any 
single country veto power. Drawing on CIEL’s exten-
sive experience in other international negotiating fora, 
we supported negotiators in not succumbing to this 
pitfall. Nevertheless, some countries aiming to protect  
business-as-usual continue to try to derail the negotiation 
with procedural strategies.

The zero draft of the treaty, which serves as the start-
ing point of negotiations, has been recently released. 
Now, CIEL is working relentlessly to ensure the treaty 
is legally binding, so countries can’t opt out. Our goal is 
to secure a treaty with global targets for reducing plastic 
pollution, global standards for phasing out toxins from 
plastic products, and a mechanism for financial remedy 
and support. If we succeed, the treaty will fundamentally 
change how we produce, use, and dispose of plastics and 
enable a just transition to a non-toxic circular economy 
regionally, nationally, and locally.

© CIEL
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One of the largest public 
retirement funds in the US — 
best known by its acronym 
“TIAA” — holds over a  
trillion dollars in assets 
and represents nearly 5 
million active and retired 
teachers. It’s also one of 
the largest institutional 
investors in fossil fuels. 

CIEL supported the flagship TIAA-Divest! campaign 
urging TIAA to drop its fossil fuel holdings and assets. 
Leveraging CIEL’s legal analysis, 300 professors and 
scientists brought a climate-washing complaint against 
the $1.2 trillion retirement giant. The complaint alleged 
that TIAA’s substantial investments in fossil fuels and 
activities driving deforestation violate its climate pledg-
es, responsible investment principles, and its duties to 
look out for the long-term interests of employees and 
retirees. The complainants called on the UN Principles 
for Responsible Investment (PRI), of which TIAA is 
a signatory, to investigate and take action. When PRI  
refused to act, CIEL secured global media coverage crit-
icizing its inaction. Since the complaint was introduced, 
PRI restarted a review of its minimum requirements. 

Outside the TIAA campaign, CIEL pushed for stronger 
regulations requiring financial actors to disclose cli-
mate-related risks through submissions to several US 
and international financial regulatory bodies. These 
efforts have helped elevate and mainstream concerns 
about reliance on CCS and carbon offsets, among other 
key dimensions of fossil fuel-related climate risk.

© CIEL © CIEL

Retiring Fossil Fuels

© IISD/ENB - Kiara Worth
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This transmission line, known as “Line IV,” passes 
through the ancestral lands and territories of the In-
digenous Ngäbe-Buglé communities in Bocas del Toro. 
It not only threatens the rights of local communities 
and the environment in a country vulnerable to climate 
change, but also threatens to open the region to further 
unwanted development — from new roads to massive 
mining projects.

CIEL has been supporting the Movement for the De-
fense of the Territories and Ecosystems of Bocas del 
Toro (MODETEAB) to protect Indigenous rights af-
fected by Line IV. This year, CIEL supported MODE-
TEAB in speaking directly to the UN about their fight. 
We won a major victory when two UN treaty bodies, 
the committees responsible for monitoring States’ com-
pliance with human rights law, warned that Panama is 
failing to respect Indigenous Peoples’ rights in the con-
text of development projects such as Line IV. 

In a landmark victory for MODETEAB and CIEL last 
year, the independent accountability mechanism of the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC) found that 
the IFC violated its own environmental and social sus-
tainability policy when it failed to respect Indigenous  
People’s rights. Now, the State-owned company must  
secure the free, prior, and informed consent of impacted 
Indigenous communities before construction proceeds. 
CIEL met with MODETEAB in Bocas del Toro to build 
their capacity to demand an effective consultation pro-
cess going forward and to ensure they have access to 
information about Line IV’s impacts before deciding 
whether to give their consent to the project.

In the lush Panamanian 
jungle, local communities 
are organizing to protect 
one of the country’s last 
intact rainforests from 
a 330-kilometer long 
electrical transmission line. 

Supporting Indigenous 
Rights in Panama

© WIkipedia Commons - CC BY 1.0   
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Panama
Indigenous Ngäbe, Buglé, and Campesino Peoples
Transmission Line IV (2018)

Guatemala
Indigenous Mayan Mam from San Miguel Ixtahuacán 
Goldcorp Marlin Mine (2005)

Colombia
Cauca River community movements 
Ituango Hydroelectric Project (2018)

Páramo Santurbán communities
Eco Oro Minerals’ Mining Project (2012)

Nicaragua
Sugarcane workers and families
Nicaragua Sugar Estates Limited (2008)

Sugarcane workers and families 
Ingenio Montelimar sugar mill (2015)

Community land and water rights 
Condor Gold Mine (2018)

Peru
Andean campesino communities from Celendin, Cajamarca 
Yanacocha Gold Mine (2001) 

Chile
Maipo River community movement 
Alto Maipo Hydroelectric Project (2017)

Indigenous Mapuche/Pehuenche Peoples 
Pangue/Ralco Hydroelectric Project (1995)

Honduras
Aguan campesino communities
Dinant Palm Oil Plantation (2012)

International development institutions like the World 
Bank aim to “do no harm” to people and the environ-
ment, but far too often, bank-financed development 
projects — dams, electricity expansions, infrastructure, 
and extractive projects — do more harm than good,  
especially for local communities. 

Thirty years ago, CIEL helped create the first inde-
pendent accountability mechanism at the World Bank, 

Securing Remedy 
in International 
Finance

Mapping CIEL's Support of Remedy

Goal
Secure policy proposals within two banks 
for holistic and effective remedy

Strategy
Lead global coalition to advocate for robust 
remedy with institutional decision makers
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Kosovo
Obiliq community
Kosovo Power Project Eskom Coal Plant (2012)

India
Subsistence farmers 
National Thermal Power Corporation Singrauli Coal Plant (1997)

Chad
Community leaders and activists 
Chad-Cameroon Oil Pipeline (2001)

Argentina/Paraguay
Parana River communities 
Yacyretá Hydroelectric Project (1996)

Targets
International Finance Corporation (IFC) and 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA)

Timeline
2022 - 2023

and we have spurred the creation of many others at 
development banks worldwide. However, development 
banks are still falling far short of their obligation to 
take responsibility when harms occur and to deliver 
remedy to project-affected communities. CIEL set out 
to change that last year.

Whether remedy takes an economic, physical, social,  
cultural, or moral form, ensuring effective, inclusive, and 

participatory policies, as well as the resources to deliver 
remedy within international development institutions, is 
critical to prioritize communities’ wishes when develop-
ment projects harm their lives, livelihoods, and environ-
ment. When the initial draft proposals from the World 
Bank Group were insufficient, CIEL mobilized hundreds 
of organizations and thousands of individuals, and will 
continue focusing on impactful, aligned advocacy in the 
year ahead.



23

A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
0

23

Strategic Approach to International 
Chemicals Management (SAICM)

• Through active engagement with government del-
egations and our NGO partners, CIEL continued 
to push for an agreement on issues of concern,  
including endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs), 
nanomaterials, women and gender, and more.

• CIEL supported a broad NGO coalition’s effort to 
ban Highly Hazardous Pesticides. 

• We are actively driving momentum behind a  
globally coordinated tax on chemicals that would 
make polluters pay and ensure there is just, sus-
tainable, and predictable funding for managing 
toxic chemicals.

Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm 
Conventions (BRS)

• States banned three forever chemicals: methoxy-
chlor (a pesticide), Dechlorane Plus (a chemical flame 
retardant found in the blood of waste recyclers), and 
UV-328 (a UV-stabilizer dispersed by plastics debris 
and seabirds). The recognition of plastics debris as 
an effective, long-range transboundary carrier of 
persistent organic chemicals (POPs) is particular-
ly significant and historic. As CIEL highlighted in 
new research, ‘Breathing Plastics,’ microplastics are  
ubiquitous in the environment and circulate around 
the world.

• Plastic waste amendments are being implemented at 
the national level, ensuring the reduction of plastic 
waste export to countries that don’t have the capacity 
to safely and sustainably manage them. 

• CIEL and advocacy partners placed waste contain-
ing nanomaterials on the BRS agenda.

Reducing Toxic 
Chemicals

©
 IISD/EN

B - Kiara Worth
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EU’s Chemicals Strategy 
for Sustainability 

• The EU introduced EDCs in the rules on how it 
classifies and communicates about the hazardous 
properties of chemicals, setting a precedent for 
global adoption.

• The Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability prom-
ised legislation to end the double standard of pro-
ducing pesticides and chemicals banned in Europe 
for export to countries with weaker regulations. A 
coordinated campaign, grounded in CIEL’s legal 
analysis, is ongoing to hold the EU accountable to 
its promises.

United Nations 
Environment Assembly (UNEA)

• With the International Pollutants Elimination Net-
work (IPEN) and key scientists, CIEL actively en-
gages in the negotiation of the Science-Policy Panel 
on chemicals, waste, and pollution prevention to 
ensure that it supports action on chemicals and is 
protected from conflicts of interest. 

• First negotiating sessions of the plastics treaty con-
ducted (see page 17).

Globally, the chemicals industry is poised to double by 2030, 
and the rate of regulation is far outpaced by the number and 
diversity of chemicals coming onto the market. 

©
 European Com

mission © IISD/ENB 

Using key regional and international fora, CIEL 
works to protect both current and future 
generations from exposure to toxic substances 
by creating greater chemical transparency, 
stronger regulations, and phasing out 
“forever chemicals.”
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Climate & Energy
Nikki Reisch, Director
Joie Chowdhury, Senior Attorney 
Dana Drugmand, Researcher 
Sébastian Duyck, Senior Attorney / Human Rights & Climate 
Campaign Manager 
Lindsay Fendt, Researcher 
Hana Heineken, Senior Attorney  
Upasana Khatri, Senior Attorney 
Erika Lennon, Senior Attorney  
Francesca Mingrone, Staff Attorney 
Tamara Morgenthau, Senior Attorney
Camilla Pollera, Program Associate 
Aidan Steer, Program Associate, Corporate Accountability 
Dante Swinton, Senior Campaigner  
Lien Vandamme, Senior Campaigner, Human Rights 
& Climate Change

Communications & Development
Maria Frausto, Director 
Catherine Allary, Interim Communications Specialist 
Cate Bonacini, Communications Manager 
Lani Furbank, Communications Campaign Specialist 
Lindsey Jurca Durland, Communications Campaign Specialist 
Gregory Phipps, Senior Grant Writer 
Rossella Recupero, Communication Campaigns Specialist 
Niccoló Sarno, Media Relations Specialist 
Valencia Turner, Donor Engagement Associate 
Tyler Unger, Multimedia Content Specialist

Environmental Health
David Azoulay, Managing Attorney, Geneva Office / Director 
Giulia Carlini, Senior Attorney 
Hélionor De Anzizu, Staff Attorney 
Andrés Del Castillo, Senior Attorney 
Daniela Durán González, Senior Legal Campaigner, 
Upstream Plastics Treaty 
Delphine Levi Alvares, Global Petrochemicals 
Campaign Coordinator 
Rachel Radvany, Program Associate, Plastics Policy 
Dharmesh Shah, Consulting Senior Campaigner, Plastics Treaty

Finance & Administration
Adedamola Adesanya, Staff Accountant 
Cameron Aishton, Administrator 
Joston Benton, Staff Accountant 
Lama Dauvan, Office Manager, Geneva 
Bren Kutch, Director, Talent, Equity, and Culture 
Katharina Maier, Executive Assistant

Fossil Economy
Lili Fuhr, Director 
Ka’sha Bernard, Legal Organizer 
Patrick Boyle, Corporate Accountability Attorney 
Steven Feit, Senior Attorney & Legal and Research Manager 
Barnaby Pace, Researcher 
Jane Patton, US Fossil Economy Campaign Manager 
Lisa Tostado, Agrochemicals and Fossil Fuels Campaigner 
Dustin White, Senior Campaigner, Plastics and Petrochemicals 
Jade Woods, Louisiana CCS Campaigner

People, Land & Resources
Carla García Zendejas, Director 
Melissa Blue Sky, Senior Attorney 
Sarah Dorman, Senior Attorney 
Luisa Gómez Betancur, Senior Attorney 
Aubrey Manahan, Campaigner 
Rolando Navarro, Fellow

Senior Leadership
Carroll Muffett, President 
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Amanda Kistler, Vice President 
Jeffrey Wanha, Chief Financial Officer 
Michelle Williams, Chief Financial Officer

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

31.
32.

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.

48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

54.
55.
56.
57.
58.

3

4

6

7

10

2

18

19

23

28

31

32

3340

48

49

50

51

53



Center for International Environmental Law

58

41

26

Our Staff

1
8

9

11

12

13

14
14

15

16

17

21

22

25

24

5

26

27

29

30

31

34

35

36

37

38

39

42

43

44

45

46

47

55

52

54

56

57



What's
Next
The work begins with each of us

The historic recognition 
of the right to a healthy 
environment is proof 
that we can — that we 
are — bending the arc of 
history towards justice. 
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Such wins demand not only intense effort at the culmi-
nating moments, but also decades of slow, steady work 
from people across movements and around the world. 
Once achieved, such legal victories can have an imme-
diate impact if we harness the momentum and seize the 
opportunity. Because we must keep bending the arc. 
 
To meet the challenges we face — as a movement, as a 
species, as a planet — we must redouble our efforts in 
the year ahead. We must recognize that humanity is a 
part of the world not apart from it. We must stop the 
expansion of fossil fuels, and begin phasing them out to 
accelerate a just transition. 2024 is the critical year for 
the global plastics treaty negotiations, and we enter that 
year with everything we need both still on the table and 
very much at risk.
 
With your help, CIEL has been scaling to meet the 
immense, evolving, and intensifying crises of climate 
catastrophe, biodiversity collapse, and toxic pollu-
tion. Together, we are building a CIEL that is not only 
changing the world, but also working to increase jus-
tice, diversity, inclusion, and equity internally. Because 
uprooting intersecting systems of oppression demands 
our effort and dedication in every space we inhabit.
 
Yet even as we gain momentum, the push for false solu-
tions to the converging planetary crises is accelerating in 
ways that could compound not only climate change, but 
also the plastic and pollution crisis and biodiversity loss. 
The year ahead will demand even greater energy and 
focus in pushing back against CCS, carbon offsets, and 
geoengineering. But there is hope. Where once we were 

a voice in the wilderness warning of the dangers of false 
solutions, now the overwhelming majority of civil society, 
and increasingly, human rights institutions, are echoing 
our calls, which is a sign of profoundly rapid change.
 
But we still have far to go and far too little time.  
Bending the arc of history towards justice demands 
that we convert the momentum of the past year into 
lasting, systemic change that protects our right to a 
healthy planet, the rights of future generations, the 
rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the rights of nature 
— all of which transcend borders and demand real po-
litical courage. Indeed, it has never been clearer that 
to achieve our mission — to protect the environment, 
promote human rights, and ensure a just and sustain-
able society — we must decolonize the law itself. We 
do that in the courtroom, in the halls of power, in the 
streets, and in our communities. The work begins with 
each of us.
 
Join us in the year ahead to do just that. This moment, 
and the arc of history, demands nothing less of us.

Amanda Kistler
Vice President

© CIEL

To make a donation to CIEL, visit act.ciel.org/give2023 
or mail a check to 1101 15th St NW, Washington DC 
20005. Thank you.
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Statement of Financial Position for Fiscal 
Year Ending June 30, 2023

Conniel Malek
Dalindyebo B. Shabalala, Vice Chair
David B. Hunter
Dianne Dillon-Ridgley, Chair

Paula Belén Moreno-Cervera de la Cuesta 
Bailey Bickford
Fielding Burnette
Jorge Alejandro Carrillo Bañuelos 
Jane Cooper 
Valéria de Aquino
Nicolas Gaulin 
Karla Koren
Maëlle Lécureuil
Andrea Lorch
Sheridan Macy

From: Brazil, Canada, Croatia, France, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, United States

Statement of Activities and Change in Net Assets for Fiscal 
Year Ending June 30, 2023

CIEL's audited financial statements and IRS Form 990s are available on our website 
(ciel.org) or upon request. Auditors/Certified Public Accountants: GRF CPAs & 
Advisors, 4550 Mongomery Avenue, Suite 800, North Bethesda, Maryland, 20814, USA.

Assets: 
Current Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalents
Contributions Receivable
Contracts Receivable
Miscellaneous Receivables
Prepaid Expenses
Total Current Assets

Other Assets:
Property & Equipment, Net
Rental Security Deposits
Long Term Investments
Total Other Assets
Total Assets

Liabilities and Net Assets:
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Accrued Payroll & 
Benefits Payable
Deferred Contract Revenue
Subrental Security Deposits
Total Liabilities

Net Assets:
Without Donor Restrictions
With Donor Restrictions
Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities 
and Net Assets

Revenue: 
Grants
Contracts
Salaries In-Kind
Contributions
Interest & 
Investment Income
Miscellaneous Income
Total Revenue

Expenses:
Program Services
Climate & Energy
Environmental Health
People Land & Resources
IPEN Secretariat and 
UNEP Funded Projects
Total Program Services

Supporting Services:
Management & General
Fundraising
Total Expenses

Changes in Net Assets

Beginning Net Assets
Ending Net Assets

FY 2023

 5,655,913 
 4,979,232 

 121,492 
 35,818 
 68,411 

 10,860,866 

 52,078 
 41,338 

 1,665,763 
 1,759,179 

 12,620,045 

 662,070 
 141,251 

 
124,211 

 600 
 928,132 

2,904,186
6,197,274 
9,101,460

 12,620,045 

FY 2023
 8,7 19,141 
 1,155,380 

 5,606 
 275,621 

 
113,476 
 11,895 

 10,281,119 

2,406,258 
1,003,320  

677,852
726,520 

4,813,950 

 746,223 
 154,903 
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 9,101,460 
 11,691,913 
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Finances

Expenses Chart

Board of Trustees

Interns

Matthew Butler
Samantha Atukunda Kakuru Mwesigwa
Sharon Y. Eubanks
Yvette Arellano

Lou Mandin-Coste 
Caitlin McCarthy
Lainey Meiri
Caterina Molinari
Megan Musquiz
Maria Jose Romero Hicks Murakami 
Emily Stiles
Merel Terwisscha van Scheltinga 
Daria Vasilevskaia 
Alexandra Wenzel
Sarina Yamahata 

Fundraising
$ 154,903 

Management & Administration
$ 746,223 

Programs
$ 4,813,950 
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• 11th Hour Project / Schmidt Family Foundation • Anonymous • ARIA Foundation • Bayfrayung Fund • Better 
Tomorrow Fund / Maine Community Foundation • Bloomberg Philanthropies • Bread for the World • Carroll 
Petrie Foundation • Ceres Trust • Charles Stewart Mott Foundation • CS Fund • Energy Transition Fund 
• European Environmental Health Initiative • Equation Campaign • Flotilla Foundation • Foundation for 
International Law for the Environment (FILE) • Foundation for Louisiana • Open Society Foundation • Friedrich 
Ebert Stiftung • Goldman Environmental Prize • Gwydion Fund for Wild Nature • Hampshire Foundation /
Montpelier Foundation • Janelia Foundation • JPB Foundation • KR Foundation • Leaves of Grass Fund 
• Luxembourg Ministry of the Environment • Marisla Foundation • Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation 
• MISEREOR • National Philanthropic Trust • NIVA/NORAD • North Peak Capital Charitable Fund • Oak 
Foundation • Panta Rhea Foundation • Passport Foundation • Plastic Solutions Fund • Sequoia Climate 
Foundation • Silicon Valley Community Foundation / Tundra Glacier Fund • Swedish Society for Nature 
Conservation (SSNC) • Tortuga Foundation • United Nations Environment Programme • Wallace Global Fund 
• WestWind Foundation • Zegar Family Foundation

Champions Circle ($10,000+)
• Rachel McAdams • Carroll Muffett and Patricia Davis Muffett • Anonymous

Leader Circle ($5,000-$9,999)
• Abigail Rome • Adam and Adina Rose • Alison Carlson • Daniel Magraw and Lucinda Ann Low • Marjorie 
Cohen • Remi Palandri

Defender Circle ($1,000-$4,999)
• Alan and Grace Saltzstein • Alan Su • Alexis Kennedy • Allison Hanna • Annise Maguire • Becky Cole 
• Benjamin Scarlet • Candace Russell • Carla Kessler • Carroll Muffett • Charles Cohen • David and Eudora 
Tharp • David and Jeanne Radvany • David Hunter and Margaret Bowman • Diana Moore and Tucker 
Melancon • Flavio Protasio Ribeiro • Garett Nell and Meghan Madden • Gary Welter and Harriett Shepard 
• Glenn Wiser • Greg Foote • Hetty Cunningham • Janet St. Clair • Jeffrey and Susan Sloss • John Vermilye 
• Kaanon MacFarlane • Kathleen Baxter • Ken and Sue Ann Berlin • Lane Powell • Lynn Barclay • Mark King 
• Matthew Pawa • Michael Harris • Monica Vanbenthuysen • Phillip Green • Sarah Padgett • Terry and 
Douglas Young • William and Jean Wilson

Advocate Circle ($500-$999)
• Aimee Ebersold Schultz • Carolyn Papke • Charles and Leila Di Leva • Christine Aronson • Daniel Hipke 
• Daniel Hudnut and Lynn Sheldon • David Butruille • Deborah Femia • Douglas Allchin • Ellen Schour • Emily 
Tarr • Esther Khoury • Frank Silagy • James Allenfort • James McKowen • Jessica Brabazon • John and Daniela 
Fayer • John Cobey • John Dernbach • Juliana Clejan • Julie Kriegler • Kirk Smothers and Sarah Clarke • Lalou 
Dammond • Margot Anthonisen • Melissa Wong • Regina Thomas • Rob Milburn and Amy Morton • Sarah 
Gowing • Seth Siegal and Mary Doherty • Shannon Cochran • Susan Dobesh • Thomas Berg • Timothy Brewer 
• William Briggs • William Crist • William Maier • William Skinner • Xavier Alcaraz

Ally Circle ($100-$499)
• A.T. and Cinda Cole • Abby Rubinson • Abby Seixas • Adam Davis • Albert Horcher • Alethea MacKinnon  
• Alicia Korn • Alyssa Boczkiewicz • Amanda Chavis • Amy Vanderryn • Andrew Deutz • Andrew Faulkner  
• Andrew Lubera • Andrew Sahalie • Andrew Van Melle • Angela Beteta Quesada • Anita Ghazarian  
• Ann Harvey and Francesca Cunningham • Anna Triponel • Anna Zhang • Anton Kuznetsov • Ashley Vance  
• Audrey Marek • Ayitz Chance • Barbara Fite • Barbara Rose • Barbara Setlow • Barbara Warren • Bella 
Sewall Wolitz • Bobak Razavi • Brenda Metzler and William McCaffrey • Brian Sampson • Brian Scott • Bryan 
Hinch • Brynn Davis • Caitlin Collins • Cam and Carlene Roberts • Camille Rollin • Carol Goslant • Carter 
O'Brien • Casey Leonetti • Casey Robinson • Catherine and Rohit Matthew • Cathleen Burns • Charles 
Barnaby and Cynthia A. Birr • Charles Fisher • Charles Leiden and Barbara Wertz-Leiden • Charles Wagner  
• Cher Lin Chow • Cherine Bauer • Cheryl Ritenbaugh • Christopher Lish • Christy Feinfield • Claude Duss  
• Clement Archer • Colin McGlinchey • Connelee Shaw • Corey Ferland • Curtis White • Cynthia Hester  

Institutional Donors

Individual Donors
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• Dalindyebo Shabalala • Dan Silver • Daniel Greenlaw • Daniel Weaver • Danielle Scheinberg • David Bruton 
• David Downes • David Favre • David Fernandes • David Goldberg • David Monsees • David Vadnais • Dawn 
and Josh Gold • Dawn Collins • Dawn Foster • Deborah and Kim Levine/Becker • Denise Tillman • Denise  
Wallentinson • Derian Tungka • Dianne Dillon-Ridgley • Dick Stokes • Donghwan Bae • Donna Jennings • Doug 
Randolf • Douglas Eichelberger • Douglas Felt • Eduardo Abbott • Elena Jimenez Gutierrez • Elizabeth and 
Robert Genovese • Elizabeth Otto • Elizabeth Rice • Elizabeth Schaeffer • Elizabeth Sheppard • Emily Heilman 
• Emily Sagovac • Eric Grossman and Elizabeth Schorr • Erika Lennon • Erlend Fredsted • Ernest Adwell • Ezra 
Rabie • Frank Goldman • Frank Lorch • Frederic Moster • Garret Lacey • Geoff Isaac • George Brieger • George 
Marsh • Geraldine Joffre • Gillian Dale • Gloria Purcell • Grace Marvin • Gwyn Adkins • Hannah Salvatore  
• Hayley Kahn • Heather and Bill Leeson Karlson • Ingrid Skei • Irmgard Hinz • Isaac Delimont • James Miller  
• James Sarlanis • James Vander Poel • Jan Garrett • Janet Burrows • Janis Martin • Jaqueline Timbol • Jean 
King • Jean Vitalis • Jeannette Innamorato Episcopo • Jeffrey Wanha • Jennifer Chen • Jennifer Gelman  
• Jennifer Haverkamp • Jerome Rosen • Jerry Lee • Jesper Karlberg • Jill Stephany • Joanne Heckman • JoAnne 
Larsen • John Knox and Julie Winterich • John Mckusick • John Noel • Joicy Becker • Jonathan and Diane 
Downs • Joseph DiMaggio • Joseph Stiener • Joseph Timko • Joshua Higgins • Joyce and Richard Garrison  
• Jude and Daniel Meinzen • Judith Zingher • Julia Gosztyla • Julia Steele • Kai Song-Nichols • Kaitlin Coltin  
• Kara Skeberdis • Karen Jacques • Karen Rose Goria • Kat Stephens • Katharine Owen • Katherine Gregersen 
• Katherine Porter • Katherine Wheeler • Kathleen Doyle • Kathleen Garnet • Kathryn Alexandra • Kathy Chao 
• Kendra Magraw • Keshav Arogyaswamy • Kristen Milhollin • Kristi Bruckner • Kristin Mikkelson Jonsson 
• Lana Touchstone • Laura and Alan Bloodgood • Laura McKnight • Laurence Hausman • Laurence Merkle 
• Lawrence Keele • Leabah Winter • Leslie Katz • Levi Morrison • Leyla Schimmel • Liisa North • Lin Griffith 
• Linda Carroll • Linda Gallaher-Brown • Linda Nelson • Lisa Chau • Lisa French • Lisa Landmeier • Lisa Whitsitt 
• Loac Raucy • Luc Marcil • Lucie Saether • Lucy Hansen • Luz Betancourt • Lynn Biddle • Lynn Jones • Mac 
Campbell • Marc Howard • Marc Wiesner • Marcia Grady • Margery Weekes • Marion Brown • Mark Achbar 
• Martha Pezrow • Mary Bischoff • Mary Guard • Mary Houghton • Maryann Gregory • Matthew Johnson 
• Maxim Brown • Maydith and August Merz • Melinda Bell • Melissa Meyer • Michael Kast • Mimi 
Klausner • Mishal Shah • Molly Butler • Monica Iyer • N.V. Vishnu Kiran • Nancy Atherton • Natasha Maus 
• Nick White • Nicole Barbeau • Nina Hamilton • Nina Kornstein • Niranjali Amerasinghe • Noel Schutt • Norton 
Starr • Olivia Giem • Olivia Walch • Pam Steckler • Pamela Jensen • Patricia and Lawrence Gordin • Patrick 
Breslin • Paul King • Paula and Tom LaHue • Paula Bandt • Paula Hansen • Paula Spencer • Perry 
Hutchison • Peter Barwick • Peter Stone • Rachel Cline • Raymond Firestone • Rebecca Richardson • Regina 
Maier • Richard and Andrea Amend • Richard Heede • Richard Kannisto • Richard Stuckey • Robert Clark 
• Robert Gilman • Robert Jennings and Barbara Bott • Robert Romero • Robert Thiele • Rolando Navarro Gomez 
• Rose Ann and Randall Witt • Rose Cooper • Roxanne Warren • Ruth Ann Olson • Ruth Clifford • Ryan Crider 
• Samantha Sawan • Samuel Markham • Sarah Messer • Scarlet Cleveland • Scott Pike • Sean Kelley • Shan 
Chen • Sharron Coontz • Shelly Warder • Stephen and Penelope Porter • Steven Seidman • Susan Anderson 
• Susan Ash • Susan Finley • Susan Francis • Susan Haywood • Susan Schultz • Susan Walp • Susan 
Wartzok • Swetha Murali • Tana Cahill • Tatiana Zaharchenko • Theodore Rendahl • Thomas Chornock 
• Thomas Phillips • Thomas Walsh • Todd Winters • Troels Holm • Tyler Smith • Valerie and Lawrence Kistler 
• Varun Rathore • Veronique Francois • Vinita Chaudhary • Virginia Barron • Virginia Shaller • William Wilson 
• Willie McCormick • Wister Miller • Zoe Tokushige

Activist Circle ($1-$99)
• A.T. and Cinda Cole • Aakanksha Divakar • Adam Busch • Agnes Klar • Alan Armstrong • Alan Mazzoni • Alan 
McKnight • Albert Vaca Cintora • Alexander Leclaire • Alexander LeClaire • Allan Weiss • Alyssa Alvarado 
• Amanda Kistler • Amanda Preston • Amanda Waddle • Amelia Barwise • Ana Gutierrez • Andrea Faste 
• Andrew Lewin • Andrew Middleton • Andy Lupenko • Angel Zou • Angela Zehava • Angie Dixon • Anita 
Maldonado • Annemiek van Moorst • Anthony Fouracre • Anthony Moens • Armando Pelaez • Atul Gupta 
• Audrey Wong • Bar Weiss • Barbara and Jim Dale • Barbara Gholz • Barbara Keefer • Barbara Ochota • Becky 
Daiss • Beverly Janowitz-Price • Bisman Chug • Blair Campbell • Bob Steinberg • Bob Stuart • Brad Kalita 
• Bren Kutch • Brendan McMahon • Brian Falk • Brian Peng • Bruce Higgins • Bruce Hlodnicki • C. Rising 
• Cameron Fenech • Carl Prather • Carlin Rankin • Carol Craig • Carol Elliott • Carol Grady MacRae • Carol 
Patton • Carol Rubin • Carole Mark • Carolyn Crow • Carolyn Summers and David Brittenham • Carrie Megill 
• Cassandra Lista • Catherine Blunt • Cathy Della Penta • Chance Keeler • Charles Callman • Charles Rinear 
• Cheryl Eames • Cheryl Ritenbaugh • Chris Horwitz • Chris Smith • Christian Roop • Christine Power  
• Christine Troche • Christopher Gable • Christopher Gates • Clare Brady • Clare Dyas • Clark and Kay Taylor 
• Connor Woog • Cynthia Essiambre • D.G. Sifuentes • Dale Sorensen • Daniel Fernandez • Daniel Marin 
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• Daniel Shively • Darius Sarrafi • David and Diane Pettit • David Ballou • David Jaffe • David Schroeder 
• David Snope • Dawn Kimble • Deann Piehl • Deanna Knickerbocker • Debra Mayberry Jensen • Debra 
Wilensky • Denise Lindsly • Dennis Rogers • Diana Cole • Diana Weatherby • Diane Roller • Dianna 
Hakim-O'Grady • Dianne Doochin • Dianne Ensign • Don Worley • Donald Henderson • Donald Spady • Edward 
Fisher • Elisabeth Simpson • Elizabeth Haase • Elizabeth Steenrod • Elizabeth Taylor • Elizabeth Ungar 
• Elizabeth Waldron • Elizabeth Watts • Ellen Cleary • Ellen Isaly • Emily Yeh • Eric Crouch • Eric Stager 
• Eugene Gorrin • Evelynn and William Putnam • Facundo Castro • Finn Hebb • Florence Ariessohn • Frank 
Franco • Frank Pilholski • Frankie Harris • Gabriella Fabris • Gaelle Leon • Gary Baxel • George Chryssanthou 
• Gina Hardin • Gloria Matuszewski • Grant Collins • Greg Holloway • Hans Leo Hansen • Harold Hodes • Harry 
Laufman • Harry Stuckey • Heather Gies • Heiko Janssen • Henry and Lucy Atkins • Howard and Deborah 
Bernstein • Ivy Schram • Jack and Margrit Vanderryn • Jacob Gable • James Hansen • James Reitz • Jan 
Jasinski • Jan Rhoades • Jan Vaughan • Jane and Stephen Hardy • Jane Schnee • Janella Reicks • Janet 
Parkins • Janice Brown • Janice Freij • Jean Naples • Jean Silk • Jennifer Leong • Jennifer Ruth • Jerilynn 
Schisser • Jessie Casteel • Jinny Bastianelli • Joan Katz • Joann Solov • Johanna Meara • John Burke • John 
Colgan-Davis • John Jackie O'Connor • John O'Connor • John Oda • Jonathan Jensen • Jonathan Machado 
• Jorge Arauz • Josefine Singh • Jude Green • Jude Misurelli • Judith Abel • Judith Hoaglund • Judith Lindsey 
• Judith Reed • Julie Johnson • Julie Lang • Juliette Vautherot • Kaitlyn Knutson • Karen and Alex Fedorov 
• Karen Guma • Karen Milstein • Karen Neubauer • Karen Simester • Karen Sterling • Karin Cicelski • Karyl Stoia 
• Kat Maxey • Kate Ervine • Katherine Delanoy • Kathleen Grainger • Kathleen Massanari • Kathryn Albrecht 
• Kathryn Lafond • Kathryn Reichard • Katrin Perchat • Kelsey Brodt • Ken Dolsky • Kerry Wright • Kevin Porter 
• Kim Ganz • Kim Goodell • Kirsten Moy • Kristín Martino • Kruthi Vuppala • Kurt Svendsen • LaDonna Burton 
• Lara Corkrey • Laura Deeks • Laura Strong • Lauren Muller • Laurence and Karin Margolis • Leigh Player 
• Lembit K. • Leonard Piersialla • Leslie Choi • Linda Filippi • Linda Maule • Linda Murphy • Lisa Bracken • Lisa 
Wong • Liv Peters • Lorna Wood • Louis Smith • Louise and Charles Quigley • Luana Rubin • Lucia Maxwell 
• Ludo Goossens • Lynne Teplin • Madeleine Lee and Kenneth Fagan • Marcel Kohler • Marcia Hoodwin 
• Marco Simons • Marek Dzianott • Margaret Herz Harlor • Margaret Lenahan • Marie Wakefield • Mario Manzo 
• Marjorie McMeniman • Mark Giese • Mark Klugiewicz • Mark Prosser • Martha Spencer • Marvin Ward 
• Mary Delahanty • Mary Griswold • Mary Junek • Mary McKenna • Mary Swilling • Mary Taddiken • Mary True 
• MaryAnna Foskett • Maryanne Jerome • Matthew Butler • Matthew Heiner • Matthew Lipschik • Matthew 
Schlageter • Maureen Shaw • Max Elikan • Maxine Litwak • Mercedes Benet • Michael Bartell • Michael 
Byrnes • Michael Carter • Michael Gnat • Michael Lombardi • Michael McMahan • Michael Nelson • Michael 
Rodell • Michael Spear • Michael Zuckerman • Michelle Hofmann • Morley Schloss • Nancy Neef • Nancy 
Wang • Nancy-Bets Hay • Natalie McDonald • Natasha Gubert • Nate Pakan • Norman Bishop • Oscar Lipchak 
• Osman Fatmi • Pam Ward • Pamela Brubaker • Paolo Espanola • Pat Rolston • Patricia McHugh • Patrick and 
Penelope Eggleston • Patrick Conn • Paul Fisk • Paul Justice • Paul Kerman • Paula Boardman • Paula Jaslow 
• Peggy Cavanaugh • Peggy Gentle • Peter Hemenway • Peter Hunter • Peter Mackenzie • Philip Yip • Phoebe 
Weseley • Phyllis Arist • Phyllis Perna • Pierre Peronnet • Rachel Goldstein • Rachel Radvany • Ramona 
Coronado • Randall Boltz • Rebekah Jorgensen • Rev. James Flynn • Reyko Mori • Richard Laybourn • Richard 
Mansfield • Richard Rudolph • Rick Heede • Rick Kitagawa • Robert Cannon • Robert Doll • Robert Doucette 
• Robert Garofalo • Robert Raven • Robert Robbins • Roberta Gordon • Robin Blanton • Robin Bloomgarden 
• Roderick Harrison • Ron Landskroner • Ronald Panotes • Ronald Smith • Roy Eliason • Ruth Carlson • Ruth 
Kram • Sabrije Kosovrasti • Sarah Smith • Sarah Wilson • Scott Hajost • Serrie Stern • Seth Schreiber • Sharon 
Delgardo • Sharon Newman • Sharon Patterson • Sheila Low-Beer • Sheila Rekdal • Sherry Weiland • Simon 
Tompsett • Sister Jean Wesselman • Stacy Carrier • Stephanie Glatt • Stephen Hopkins • Steven Shamrock 
• Stewart Guthrie • Sue Hayden • Sue Nuccio • Susan Alexander • Susan Fladager • Susan Grant • Susan 
Kirschner • Susan Schapiro • Susan Selbin • Susan Smith • Susanne Jackson • Theodore Bakkila • Theresa 
Bucher • Thomas Deinoff • Todd Howland and Adela Carrasco • Tom Cate • Tracie Jones • Tracy Fairchild 
• Tracy Marotta • Treva Duffy • Tricia Palmer • Ursula Korneitchouk • Valentine Doyle • Veena Singwi • Vicky 
Urbano • Virginia Anderson • Wendy Gold • William Merry • William Shepard • William Slavick • William 
Spaetgens • William Strickfaden • Yvette Arellano • Zbigniew Bochniarz

Thank you to our donors who wish 
to remain anonymous and to those 
who have enabled generous 
employer matching contributions.

Thank you!
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