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The Legal Foundations for Fossil Fuel Phaseout: An Open Letter to the Co-Hosts and 
Participants of the First Conference on Transitioning Away from Fossil Fuels 
 
We, the undersigned 252 legal scholars, jurists, and practitioners from around the world, in our 
collective expert assessment, recognize that States have binding obligations under multiple 
sources of international law to phase out fossil fuels. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
unanimously confirmed that every State must use all means at its disposal to prevent significant 
harm to the climate system, including by avoiding the principal activities driving it: fossil fuel 
production and use.  
 
As you prepare to engage in the First Conference on Transitioning Away from Fossil 
Fuels in Santa Marta, Colombia, we urge you to ensure the discussions are rooted in and 
guided by States’ clear legal obligations to move beyond oil, gas, and coal, and to 
cooperate effectively and in good faith toward that end. 
 
The science is irrefutable: Fossil fuels are the primary source of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
and other human-caused greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions accumulating in the 
atmosphere, with increasingly severe and irreversible consequences for people and the 
environment. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), whose 
reports constitute the best available science,1 fossil fuels account for nearly 90% of cumulative 
CO2 emissions and a majority of non-CO2 GHGs.2 The climate change caused by those 
emissions is “an existential problem of planetary proportions that imperils all forms of life and 
the very health of our planet,”3 with disproportionate impacts on communities most vulnerable to 
and least responsible for the crisis.4  
 
The legal duty to phase out fossil fuels stems from multiple sources of international law 
– both treaties and custom – which must be interpreted harmoniously.5 The ICJ affirmed 
that the climate change treaties (the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, Kyoto 
Protocol, and Paris Agreement) are not the only sources of international law requiring State 
action on climate change.6 Obligations also arise from customary international law, human 
rights law, international environmental law, and the law of the sea. 
 
The longstanding duty under customary international law to prevent significant harm to 
the environment beyond a State’s borders predates the climate treaties and binds all 
countries – regardless of whether they are party to any climate agreement.7 Under that 

 
1 International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion on the Obligations of States in Respect of Climate 
Change, paras. 81, 82, 85, 137, 278, 283-284 [hereinafter ICJ AO]. 
2 IPCC, Sixth Assessment Report (AR6), WGI, Technical Summary, Box TS.5, p. 80; Shaye Wolf, Robert 
Bullard, Jonathan J. Buonocore, Nathan Donley, Scientists’ warning on fossil fuels, Oxford Open Climate 
Change, 2025, 5(1), https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfclm/kgaf011, at 3.  
3 ICJ AO, para. 456. 
4 ICJ AO, para. 77. 
5 ICJ AO, para. 404. 
6 ICJ AO, paras. 171-172, 168, 419. 
7 ICJ AO, paras. 132, 134, 315, 409. 

https://icj-web.leman.un-icc.cloud/sites/default/files/case-related/187/187-20250723-adv-01-00-en.pdf
https://icj-web.leman.un-icc.cloud/sites/default/files/case-related/187/187-20250723-adv-01-00-en.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_TS.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/oocc/article/5/1/kgaf011/8099165,
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfclm/kgaf011
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customary duty, States must use all means at their disposal to avoid activities within their 
jurisdiction or control causing transboundary damage,8 through measures capable9 of 
preventing such harm,10 including effective regulation of public and private actors,11 to 
avert harm at its source. In the case of climate change, that requires curbing fossil fuel 
production, consumption, licensing, and subsidies – activities known to generate significant 
transboundary harm to the climate, sometimes individually and always cumulatively.12  
 
Properly interpreted, the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement also require fossil fuel phaseout. 
Their relative silence on fossil fuels does not mean States have no obligations to phase them 
out. The achievement of the ultimate objective of the UNFCCC – stabilization of GHG 
concentrations at a level that would “prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the 
climate system”13 – and the scientifically based, consensus aim of the Paris Agreement – 
limiting temperature rise to 1.5°C14 – is simply not possible without rapidly reducing the 
production and use of oil, gas, and coal. State Parties to those treaties must do their utmost to 
achieve those ends, including by ceasing financing for and licensing of fossil fuel activities.15 
Continuing subsidies and other public funding for fossil fuels – let alone increasing them – is at 
odds with the Paris Agreement’s stated aim of aligning financial flows with low-GHG 
pathways.16 
 
Because climate change impairs the enjoyment of human rights,17 and fossil fuels are 
known to be its primary cause, human rights law also requires States to phase them out. 
The ICJ and other courts have recognized that the right to a healthy environment is a 
prerequisite for the enjoyment of other human rights,18 making action to protect the climate 
system a human rights imperative. The ICJ clearly stated that “it is difficult to see how these 
obligations can be fulfilled without at the same time ensuring the protection of the right to a 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment as a human right.”19 The duties to respect and 
protect human rights require States to take all appropriate measures, including regulation of 
public and private fossil fuel activity subject to their jurisdiction or control, to prevent foreseeable 
harm to human rights from the adverse effects of climate change.20  

 
8 ICJ AO, paras.132, 138, 281. 
9 ICJ AO, paras. 208, 242, 245, 253, 258. 
10 ICJ AO, paras. 132, 135, 273-275, 409. 
11 ICJ AO, paras. 95, 252, 282, 428. 
12 ICJ AO, paras. 94, 276, 427. 
13 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, art. 2. 
14 Paris Agreement, art. 2; ICJ AO, paras. 200, 224, 245. 
15 ICJ AO, paras. 240, 242, 246, 248, 427; Paris Agreement, art. 4.3.  
16 ICJ AO, para. 427; Paris Agreement, art. 2.1(c). 
17 ICJ AO, para. 386. 
18 ICJ AO, para. 393; see also IACtHR Advisory Opinions: Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
Advisory Opinion on the Climate Emergency and Human Rights, paras. 270, 275 [hereinafter IACtHR AO 
on the Climate Emergency]; Inter-American Court of Human Rights Advisory Opinion on State Obligations 
in Relation to The Environment in the Context of the Protection and Guarantee of the Rights to Life and to 
Personal Integrity: Interpretation and Scope of Articles 4(1) and 5(1) in Relation to Articles 1(1) and 2 of 
the American Convention on Human Rights, paras. 59, 63. 
19 ICJ AO, para. 393. 
20 ICJ AO, paras. 403-404; IACtHR AO on the Climate Emergency, paras. 276, 296, 321, 345-351. 

https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/seriea_32_en.pdf
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/seriea_32_en.pdf
https://elaw.org/wp-content/uploads/archive/attachments/publicresource/English%20version%20of%20AdvOp%20OC-23.pdf
https://elaw.org/wp-content/uploads/archive/attachments/publicresource/English%20version%20of%20AdvOp%20OC-23.pdf
https://elaw.org/wp-content/uploads/archive/attachments/publicresource/English%20version%20of%20AdvOp%20OC-23.pdf
https://elaw.org/wp-content/uploads/archive/attachments/publicresource/English%20version%20of%20AdvOp%20OC-23.pdf
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The law of the sea also requires rapid reduction of fossil fuels, as the chief known source 
of GHG pollution of the marine environment. The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) obliges States to prevent, reduce, and control marine pollution from any source,21 
taking all necessary measures to do so, with the ultimate aim of preventing the occurrence of 
pollution altogether.22 As the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) has 
recognized, GHG emissions are a form of marine pollution,23 and fossil fuels are their chief 
source, which means States have a duty, pursuant to their ocean protection obligations, to curb 
fossil fuel production and use.24  
 
States must pursue these fossil fuel-related prevention, protection, and mitigation 
obligations with due diligence25 – a standard of conduct heightened in stringency given the 
severity and urgency of climate harm,26 which requires State action to be capable of achieving 
the objective, informed by and consistent with science,27 effectively implemented and 
enforced,28 reflective of States’ highest possible ambition,29 and progressively more demanding 
over time.30  
 
States have a duty to prioritize available measures known to reduce GHGs at their source 
– which is chiefly fossil fuel activity – eliminating as far as possible the conduct posing a 
risk to the climate system, not merely attenuating its effects.31 Where a risk can be 
addressed with readily available technologies, States are expected to use them, and when 
technologies pose further risks, States must employ them with prudence and caution, if at all.32 
Proven approaches for eliminating emissions at source must therefore take precedence over 
speculative interventions whose efficacy is undemonstrated and whose risks remain 
unquantified. Where a proposed intervention or technological response to climate change 
threatens irreparable harm or presents unmanageable risks to human rights and the 
environment, its use would be contrary to legal duties.  
 
States’ obligations in relation to climate change include a duty to assess the cumulative 
impacts and risks posed by fossil fuel activities through environmental, social, and human 
rights impact assessments (ESHRIAs) that consider all climate impacts, including scope 3 
(downstream) emissions from the use of fossil fuels produced.33 In setting their climate targets 

 
21 UNCLOS, art. 194. 
22 ICJ AO, paras. 345-346; International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea Advisory Opinion on Climate 
Change and International Law, para. 199 [hereinafter ITLOS AO]. 
23 ITLOS AO, para. 179. 
24 ICJ AO, paras. 340, 346, 347, 349.  
25 ICJ AO, paras. 136, 138, 281. 
26 ICJ AO, paras. 275, 246. 
27 ICJ AO, paras. 208, 245, 283, 284. 
28 ICJ AO, para. 282. 
29 Paris Agreement, art. 4(3); ICJ AO, paras. 242, 246.  
30 ICJ AO, para. 241. 
31 ICJ AO, paras. 81, 132, 137. 
32 ICJ AO, para. 286. 
33 ICJ AO, paras. 296-298. 

https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
https://www.itlos.org/fileadmin/itlos/documents/cases/31/Advisory_Opinion/C31_Adv_Op_21.05.2024_orig.pdf
https://www.itlos.org/fileadmin/itlos/documents/cases/31/Advisory_Opinion/C31_Adv_Op_21.05.2024_orig.pdf
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and actions, States must address their exported emissions and identify how they will be 
reduced, consistent with the State's duties and through measures capable of adhering to the 
1.5°C temperature limit and preventing significant harm to the climate system.34 
 
States face legal consequences, including the duties of cessation and reparation, for 
failing to adequately regulate fossil fuel companies and/or for engaging in, authorizing, 
or financing their GHG-emitting activities.35 States have a duty to regulate both public and 
private actors, including investor-owned fossil fuel companies and state-owned enterprises 
(SOEs) whose conduct may constitute State action.36 Climate harm resulting from a State’s 
failure to regulate or provision of support to private actors’ polluting conduct, or from the 
operations of a SOE, may be attributed to the State, triggering State responsibility.37 
 
What measures satisfy each State’s obligations with regard to a fossil fuel phaseout will 
depend on that State’s historical responsibilities, capabilities, and resources. As the ICJ 
said, a State’s duty to use all means at its disposal implies that the capabilities of a State are a 
key factor, as reflected in the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and 
respective capabilities (CBDR-RC), in determining the diligence due in a particular situation.38 
“Developed” States that have contributed more to climate change over time, through their 
actions and inaction, and that have greater economic means must take more demanding 
measures to prevent fossil-fueled climate harm, including by regulating the conduct of their 
corporate nationals domestically and extraterritorially.39 Consistent with their express legal 
duties, they also must provide finance, technology, and capacity-building to “developing” 
countries for climate action, including support for a just and equitable transition away from fossil 
fuels, particularly for least developed countries (LDCs) and small island developing States 
(SIDS) that are highly dependent on fossil fuels.40 Such a transition entails replacing fossil fuel 
production with other revenue streams, eliminating fossil fuel use across all sectors or meeting 
underlying needs through alternatives, and financing other associated transition costs.  
 
Halting fossil fuel expansion, however, is a preventive measure available to and required 
of all States. The urgency and intensity of this obligation is heightened for large fossil fuel 
producer States. But no State can disregard the reliable scientific evidence that increasing fossil 
fuel production and use risks causing significant harm, or delay cost-effective measures to 
prevent the harm – such as refraining from new fossil fuel projects.41 That makes fossil fuel 
expansion presumptively contrary to legal duty.  
  

 
34 ICJ AO, paras. 242, 245, 267, 282. 
35 ICJ AO, paras. 427-428. 
36 ICJ AO, paras. 282, 403, 427-428. 
37 ICJ AO, paras. 427-428. 
38 ICJ AO, paras. 290-292. 
39 ICJ AO, paras. 291-292. 
40 ICJ AO, paras. 217-218; UNFCCC, arts. 4.5, 4.8; Paris Agreement, arts. 4.5, 9. 
41 ICJ AO, paras. 292-294. 
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The customary international law duty to cooperate for the protection of the environment42 
requires States to take effective collective and coordinated action to phase out fossil 
fuels, including through new treaty-based obligations when existing forms of 
cooperation no longer serve their purpose43 Given that “[c]ooperation is not a matter of 
choice for States but a pressing need and a legal obligation,”44 States must consider whether 
further collective action or a new treaty may be necessary to implement phaseout obligations.  
 
The erga omnes nature of States’ obligations to protect the climate system45 – the fact 
that they are owed to the international community as a whole and enforceable by all 
States – and the existential threat posed by climate change,46 should mean that the 
corresponding duty to phase out fossil fuels cannot be overridden by a legal obligation 
owed to a select class of actors, such as foreign investors under international 
investment treaties. Accordingly, Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) cannot be allowed 
to impede States’ compliance with their climate obligations by making it prohibitively expensive 
to regulate and phase out fossil fuels. 
 
The phaseout of fossil fuels is not just scientifically necessary to prevent catastrophic and 
irreversible harm to the climate system, all peoples and ecosystems; it is legally required. It is 
also socially, economically, and environmentally beneficial for present and future generations. 
Legal obligations provide the foundation and the guideposts for international cooperation to end 
the global addiction to fossil fuels, and secure both a safer present and a livable future for all. 
The First Conference on Transitioning Away from Fossil Fuels in Santa Marta, Colombia 
presents a critical opportunity to accelerate the implementation of those legal duties, through a 
forum dedicated to strengthening cooperative international action on fossil fuels. 
 
Sincerely,  
[undersigned legal experts, scholars, and practitioners] 
 
Original Signatories 

Julian Aguon, Indigenous human rights lawyer and writer from Guam; Founder, Blue Ocean 
Law 

David R. Boyd, Professor, UBC, former UN Special Rapporteur on the right to a clean, healthy 
and sustainable environment 

Rebecca Brown, President and CEO, Center for International Environmental Law  

Kate Cook, Barrister, London 

 
42 ICJ AO, paras. 141-142. 
43 ICJ AO, para. 307.  
44 ICJ AO, para. 308. 
45 ICJ AO, paras. 440-446. 
46 ICJ AO, para. 456. 
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Mamadou Hébié, Associate Professor of International Law, Grotius Centre for International 
Legal Studies, Leiden University 

Hina Jilani, Co-founder of Pakistan’s National Human Rights Commission, former advocate of 
the Supreme Court of Pakistan, and former UN Special Representative on Human Rights 
Defenders 

Jolene Lin, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore 

Sarah Mead, Co-Director, the Climate Litigation Network 

Kate Mackintosh, Executive Director and Professor from Practice, UCLA’s The Promise Institute 
for Human Rights (Europe) 

Jacqueline Peel, Redmond Barry Distinguished Professor, Melbourne Law School, The 
University of Melbourne, Kathleen Fitzpatrick Australian Laureate Fellow in Global Corporate 
Climate Accountability 

Nikki Reisch, Director, Climate & Energy Program, Center for International Environmental Law 

Mary Robinson, First woman President of Ireland, former UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights and former UN Special Envoy on Climate Change  

Dr. Justin Sobion, Lecturer, University of Auckland, New Zealand 

Harro van Asselt, Hatton Professor of Climate Law, University of Cambridge  

Dr. Margaretha Wewerinke-Singh, Associate Professor of Sustainability Law and Co-Founder of 
Climate Institute SEVEN, University of Amsterdam; Adjunct Professor of Law, University of Fiji; 
Member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration 

… 
 
Signatories (alphabetically by first name)  
(The letter remains open for signature by legal experts, legal scholars, and practitioners.) 

Adam Beeson, General Counsel, Australian Conservation Foundation  

Adam D. Orford, Associate Professor of Law, Fordham University Law School  

Adeline Paradeise, Lawyer, Notre Affaire à Tous 

Aditi Shetye, Head of Strategic Litigation, World’s Youth for Climate Justice  

MA. Adrián Martínez, La Ruta del Clima  

Ahmed Abdullahi Ali, Chairman, MBRDO 

Alessandra Arcuri, Professor International Economic Law, Erasmus School of Law 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6yTdL1ZktOR2KByYoGo9Ck7XkwXB7wO_vAUhtoSB8IXvnDA/viewform
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Dr. Alice Venn, University of Bristol Law School, Cabot Institute for the Environment 

André Nollkaemper, Distinguished University Professor International Law and Sustainability & 
Academic Director, SEVEN - Institute for just climate solutions, University of Amsterdam   

Dr. Andrew Jackson, UCD Sutherland School of Law, University College Dublin; Solicitor, 
Ireland 

Dr. Anna Saunders, Australian National University Law School  

Annabell Brüggemann, Senior Legal Advisor, ECCHR, Business and Human Rights 

Annalisa Savaresi, Professor of International Environmental Law, University of Eastern Finland 
and University of Stirling  

Anne Stevignon, Senior Lawyer, Corporate Climate Accountability, Notre Affaire à Tous 

Anthony Burke, Professor, University of New South Wales (UNSW)  

Ashley Kitisya, Director of Africa, Laudato Si Movement 

Astrid Milena Bernal Rubio, PhD candidate & Colombian lawyer, The University of Melbourne, 
MLS 

Dr. Bjørn-Oliver Magsig, Victoria University of Wellington  

Brad Adams, Executive Director, Climate Rights International  

Britton Schwartz, Deputy Director and Adjunct Professor of Law, International Human Rights 
Clinic, Santa Clara University School of Law 

Carmen G. Gonzalez, Morris I. Leibman Professor of Law, Loyola University Chicago School of 
Law  

Carola Brand, LL.M., Rechtsreferendarin 

Caroline Rocha, PhD, Executive Director of LACLIMA| Law Professor at UNISANTOS 

Mr. Carroll Muffett  

Catherine Hall, Doctoral Researcher, Centre for Climate Change, Energy & Environmental Law 
(CCEEL), University of Eastern Finland   

Catherine van Es, Jurist, Milieudefensie (Friends of the Earth Netherlands) 

Dr. Cédric Henet, UCLouvain 

Dr. Charles Slidders, Manager and Senior Attorney, Center for International Environmental Law 
(CIEL)  

Ms. Chhaya Bhardwaj, PhD Scholar, Dublin City University  
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Christie McLeod, Environmental and Indigenous Rights Lawyer 

Christopher Campbell-Duruflé, Assistant Professor, Lincoln Alexander School of Law, Toronto 
Metropolitan University; Fellow, Cambridge Centre for Environment, Energy and Natural 
Resource Governance (C-EENRG) 

Clara Gonzales, Human rights lawyer, European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights 
(ECCHR) 

Dr. Claudia Ituarte-Lima, Director of the Global Network for Human Rights and Environment & 
Thematic Lead and Senior Researcher at the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Law 

Dr. Clemens Kaupa, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

Cleo Verkuijl, Senior Scientist, Stockholm Environment Institute 

Conor J MacDonald, Attorney, Financial Strategies, Center for International Environmental Law 
(CIEL)  

Cordelia Bähr, lic.iur., LL.M. (LSE), attorney-at-law 

Corina Heri, Associate Professor, Vrije Universiteit Brussels 

Mr. Cormac Cullinan, Director: Wild Law Institute and Cullinan & Associates Inc. 

Cournil Christel, Professor of public law, Sciences Po Toulouse 

Daniel M. Galpern, General Counsel, Climate Protection and Restoration Initiative  

David M. Driesen, University Professor Emeritus, Syracuse University College of Law 

Dr. David McKeown, University of Bristol  

Dr. David Rossati, Assistant Professor of International Law  

Declan Owens, Solicitor, Ecojustice Ireland 

Dennis van Berkel, Legal Counsel, Urgenda Foundation 

Didac Amat, Dr. in International Climate Change Law, Centre of International Studies (University 
of Barcelona) 

Dominika Leitane, Lawyer  

Mr. Edward Kemp KC, Matrix Chambers  

Elizabeth Donger, Senior Legal Associate, Climate Litigation Network 

Dr. Ella Vines, Monash Business School  
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Ellie Happel, Adjunct Professor, Global Justice Clinic, NYU Law 

Emily Bradeen, Policy Officer, Grantham Research Institute, LSE  

Emma Kuusela-Opas, Sustainability consultant  

Emmeline Appel, PhD Candidate, Melbourne Law School, Laureate Program for Global 
Corporate Climate Accountability  

Prof. Dr. Endrius Cocciolo, Universitat Rovira i Virgili 

Mr. Eoin Jackson, LSE 

Erika Lennon, Senior Attorney, Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) 

Erin Dobbelsteyn, PhD Candidate, University of Ottawa, Faculty of Common Law  

Dr. Etienne Durand, University of Essex  

Dr. Eva Balounová, Institute of State and Law, Czech Academy of Sciences 

Dr. Ezio Costa Cordella, Professor at Universidad de Chile; Executive Director of NGO FIMA 

Farida Aliwa, Executive Director, Natural Justice  

Fe Esperanza Trampe, Attorney, Environmental Legal Assistance Center, Inc.  

Federica Cittadino, PhD, Institute for Comparative Federalism, Eurac Research 

Lic. Federico Peralta Bedoya, Attorney  

Dr. Fergus Green, Associate Professor, University College London  

Fernando Gustavo Díaz González, Abogado, Centro de Estudios en Derecho y Cambio 
Climático (CEDYCC) 

Filippo Fantozzi, European Litigation Lead, Climate Litigation Network  

Filippo Garelli, PhD in Public, Comparative And International Law - Policy Advisor, A SUD 

Florencia Ortúzar Greene, Director of Climate Program, Interamerican Association for 
Environmental Defense (AIDA) 

Dr. Frances Flanagan, University of Technology Sydney  

Francesco Sindico, Professor of International Environmental Law, University of Strathclyde, 
Scotland  

Ms. Gabriela Hühne Porto, Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro, PUC-Rio 

Gastón Medici-Colombo, Lecturer in Public International Law, Universitat de Barcelona 
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Gillian Moon, research Lead and Senior Visiting Fellow, Australian Climate Accountability 
Project at the UNSW Australian Human Rights Institute 

Giuseppe Naglieri, Assistant Professor of Comparative Law, University of Bari, Italy 

Ms. Gulnaar Zafar 

Harj Narulla, Barrister, Doughty Street Chambers and the University of Oxford 

Dr. Héctor Herrera 

Henning Grosse Ruse-Khan, Professor of Law, University of Cambridge 

Henrieke Bünger, European Coordinator and Strategic Policy Advisory, World’s Youth for 
Climate Justice  

Prof. Dr. Hermann E. Ott, University of Sustainable Development Eberswalde 

Dr. ICHIHARA, Masako, Kyoto University, Japan 

Ingo Venzke, Professor, University of Amsterdam 

Dr. Ivano Alogna, Senior Research Fellow in Environmental and Climate Change Law and 
Director of the Global Toolbox on Corporate Climate Litigation, British Institute of International 
and Comparative Law  

Jameela Joy Reyes, Technical Advisor, Manila Observatory 

Ms. Janet Kentridge 

Jason Weiner, Executive Director & Legal Director, Bank Climate Advocates  

Jasper Teulings, Strategic Advisor, Climate Litigation Network  

Javier Dávalos González, Climate Policy Lead, The Climate Reality Project America Latina  

M. Jean Plewinski, École des avocats Rhône-Alpes 

Jessica Palairet, Executive Director, Lawyers for Climate Action New Zealand  

Joana Setzer, Associate Professor, Grantham Research Institute, LSE  

Johanna Gusman, Senior Attorney, Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) 

Mr. Johannes Wendland, HEKS 

Joie Chowdhury, Senior Attorney, Climate Litigation and Accountability, Center for International 
Environmental Law (CIEL) 

José Daniel Rodríguez Orúe, Strategic Advisor, World’s Youth for Climate Justice  
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Joseph Chun, Adjunct Associate Professor 

Mr. Juan Antonio Samper, Lund University 

Jule Schnakenberg, Director, World’s Youth for Climate Justice  

Dr. Julia Dehm, Associate Professor, La Trobe Law School, Australia  

Mr. Julián Suárez Bohórquez, PhD Researcher, University College Cork  

Ms. Juliana Kariri  

Mr. Justin Lim 

Mr. Kaden Pradhan, Elected scholar, Gonville & Caius College  

Kamya Chawla, PhD Candidate  

Karen Hulme, Professor, University of Essex  

Karen Morrow, Professor of Environmental Law, Swansea University, UK  

Dr. Kateryna Holzer, University of Eastern Finland  

Klaus Bosselmann, Professor, University of Auckland  

Kristin Casper, General Counsel, Greenpeace International 

Laura Clarke, CEO, ClientEarth  

Laura Létourneau Tremblay, Associate Professor of Law 

Lea Main-Klingst, ClientEarth 

Ms. Léa Weimann, University of Cambridge   

Mrs. Leezola Zongwe, Enzi Ijayo Africa Initiative  

Leonardo de Oliveira Baroni, Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Jaén (Spain) 

Liliana A. Avila Garcia, Human Rights and Environmental Program Director, Asociación 
Interamericana para la Defensa del Ambiente (AIDA) 

Dr. Lily O’Neill, University of Melbourne and Protect Our Winters Australia 

Linda Lakhdhir, Legal Director, Climate Rights International  

Dr. Linda Yanti Sulistiawati, Universitas Gadjah Mada 

Lynn Pfitzner, Early Career Researcher in International Climate Law, University of Edinburgh 
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Lisa Oldring, PhD Researcher and Senior Fellow, University of Amsterdam, UCLA School of 
Law Promise Institute (Europe) 

Dr. Liz Hicks, Melbourne Law School  

Lorena Bisignano, Researcher in Business and Human Rights  

Lori Osmundsen, Environmental Lawyer, PaxMaris Legal 

Lotte Leicht, Lawyer, Advocacy Director, Climate Rights International 

Louis J. Kotzé, Chair of the Law Group and Professor of Law, Wageningen University and 
Research 

Dr. Louise du Toit, University of Southampton 

Lucía Salazar-Gómez, LLB (PUCE) MSc (LSE) MPhil (Cantab) Attorney-at-law Ecuador  

Lynda Collins, Professor, Centre for Environmental Law & Global Sustainability  

M. Florencia Librizzi, Esq., Deputy Director, Earth Insight - Adjunct Professor, Fordham 
University 

Madara Melnika, LL.M., EUI 

Maikel van Wissen, Founder and Director, Advocates for the Future 

Mr. Marc Willers KC  

Marcin Nowak, Radca prawny (Lawyer), ClientEarth 

Marco Simons, General Counsel, Greenpeace USA  

Margaret A. Young, Professor, Melbourne Law School, University of Melbourne, Australia 

Maria Antonieta Nestor, Senior Teaching Associate, University of Cambridge  

Maria Nawaz, Project Lead, Australian Climate Accountability Project at the UNSW Australian 
Human Rights Institute 

Dr. Marie Petersmann, Assistant Professor of Law, LSE Law School  

Ms. Marina Dutra Trindade, University of Eastern Finland, Law School; IUCN WCEL Climate 
Change Law Specialist Group (CCLSG) 

Marine Yzquierdo, Avocate au barreau de Paris 

Mark Ortega, Sheridan Fellow, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore 

Marta Torre-Schaub, Law Professor, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne; Senior Professor 
Researcher, CNRS 
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Martin Dietrich Brauch, International Lawyer  

Martina Rogato, President, Human Rights International Corner  

Dr. Matthew Hall 

Mattia Colli Vignarelli, PhD, Università della Svizzera Italiana, Università di Torino 

Maurits Dolmans 

Maxine Burkett, Emerson Collective Professor of Climate, Environment & Society, Stanford 
University   

Megan Bowman, Professor, King’s College London  

Melissa Blue Sky, Senior Attorney, Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) 

Melissa Powers, Jeffrey Bain Faculty Scholar and Professor of Law, Lewis & Clark Law School  

Michael Burger, Executive Director and Senior Research Scholar, Sabin Center for Climate 
Change Law, Columbia Law School 

Michelle Lim, Associate Professor, Yong Pung How School of Law, Singapore Management 
University 

Monica Iyer, Assistant Professor of Law, Georgia State University College of Law   

Naomi Roht-Arriaza, Distinguished Professor of Law (emerita), University of California Law, San 
Francisco  

Mr. Nicholas Young, Research Fellow in Sustainable Business Law, Oxford Sustainable Law 
Programme 

Dr. Nicky van Dijk, Milieudefensie - Friends of the Earth Nederlands  

Nicola Sharman, Doctoral Researcher, University of Eastern Finland 

Noreen O'Meara, Synnott Family Chair of European Law, University College Cork (UCC) 

Dr. Oliver Hailes, Assistant Professor of Law, London School of Economics and Political 
Science 

Paola Vitale, Legal Researcher  

Dr. Param Pandya, QCF Fellow in Climate Change and Corporate Law, APCEL, Faculty of Law, 
National University of Singapore  

Ms. Patricia Chand, The University of Fiji  
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